
KEY DATES 

Message from our Campus Principal  

Friday 20th March, 2020 
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FRϥ 27 Mar TELEPHONE PARENT TEACHER CONVERSATϥONS 

NO SCHEDULED CLASSES 

FRϥ 27 Mar END TERM 1 

TUE 14 Apr TERM 2 COMENCES 

Cleo Lazaris 
Campus Principal PARENT TEACHER CONVERSATϥONS 

Please be advised that due to changes announced yesterday by the Federal Government all non

-essential indoor gatherings of more than 100 people are to be cancelled. This will include 

Parent Teacher conversations that were due to be held on Thursday the 26th and Friday the 

27th of March. 

While in person conversations will not take place our teachers will attempt to make contact with 

families by phone. This will begin before the end of term and if needed continue from early term 

2. Please note that calls are likely to appear as a blocked number. Bookings on Compass will 

remain open which will now be used to determine which families would like contact to be made. 

ϥf you have not received contact from a speciɲc teacher please feel free to email the school after 

Friday 17th April at kurnai.co@edumail.vic.gov.au including your studentɅs name, class subject or 

teacher name and we will follow up with the relevant staϜ member.  

Please continue to check Compass, Facebook and our Web-page for updates as they become 

available. ϥf you need assistance with your Compass login please contact your campus general 

oʛce as soon as possible.  

Students will not be required at school on Friday 27th March. 

Cuppa and Chat with Cleo 

The next catch up will be Tuesday 24th March, 

from 9:00amɁ9:30am. All parents welcome. 
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Message from our Principal continuesɎɎ.. 

LEARNϥNG SPECϥALϥSTS 

Kurnai College is fortunate to have a number of Learning Specialists to support teachers and 

students with Teaching and Learning.  At Churchill Campus we have: 

Literacy Specialist ɀ Clancy Bennett 

Data Specialist ɀ Celeste Sanderco 

Middle Years Literacy and Numeracy Specialist (MYLNS) ɀ Lisa Knowles 

Curriculum Specialist ɀ Nicole Ashton 

Our data specialist, Celeste has currently been assisting teachers from across the college by 
collating data for Year 9 Maths and English classes.  Celeste collated data from recent practise 
assessments and presented them in a format that could be easily used by teachers to conduct 
an analysis of the skills addressed. This analysis allowed teachers to identify skills which will 
require a greater emphasis in curriculum plans ensuring students have an opportunity to better 
develop those skills. 

UNϥFORM EXPECTATϥONS  

As the weather changes and it becomes a bit cooler, students are still expected to be in full 
uniform. This does not include non-school uniform jackets, hoodies or tracksuit pants; however, 
students can wear long sleeve navy or white tops (without hoods) underneath their polo tops. 
Students are also reminded that if they are required to wear shoes that are predominately 
black. Students arriving at school out of uniform will be expected to change into uniform items 
before attending classes. These will be loaned to the student for the day where necessary.  

    

CORONA VϥRUS UPDATE 

As you will be aware, schools are remaining open and are not likely to close in the near 
future.  The situation is evolving as information comes to light so it is important to keep up to 
date with our Compass newsfeed, Kurnai CollegeɅs Facebook page and our website.  ϥnformation 
will be posted here when and if there are any changes to the current situation. 

ϥf schools close for longer that a 24 -hour period, teachers and support staϜ will be available via 
Compass and Teams to provide a remote learning program.  Alternative arrangements will be 
made for students who do not have internet access. 

At present, the best place for students to learn is at school. The exception is where students are 
being kept out of school due to self-isolation requirements or based on medical advice. While 
the school remains open please note that schools are not obliged to provide work other than 
what teachers are already putting on Compass.   

2020 COLLEGE COUNCϥL ELECTϥONS NOMϥNATϥONS 

Congratulations to Alison Walker, Sherrie Boucher and Bosede Adetifa on their successful 

election to the College Council. We hope your time as councillor will be enjoyable and 

productive.  

Congratulations to Riley Day on being the successful student representative, along with 

Charlotte Bourke as student advisor.  We look forward to their valuable input. We are also 

delighted to be able to announce that Glen Stephenson from the Churchill Campus and 

Nickolas King from the LV FLO have been declared DET Representatives. A big thank you to all 

elected councillors for being prepared to take on this important role. 
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Kurnai College Four Pillars 

  Engagement:    We actively participate in our own learning 

  Excellence:         We do the best that we can do 

  Work Ethic:         We are committed to working hard 

  Relationships:  We value and respect each other 

COVϥD-19 UPDATE: ϥn the case of a school closure 

Our school community may face changes in regard to education over the coming weeks. This 
may include the closure of schools in response to the spread of the COVϥD-19 virus. ϥf this 
occurs there are a number of things you can do to help your student continue their learning 
and maintain connection beyond our usual school setting. 

¶ Familiarise yourself with things you can do to support your student at home. Kurnai will be 
supporting your student through this time. Online work will be provided through Compass. 
Teachers are looking at ways to communicate with groups of students through Teams and 
teachers will be recommending apps that students can access that will assist with their 
learning. Teachers can be contacted by email, SMS and phone. Encourage your student to 
keep in contact with their teachers. 

¶ Communicate with your studentɅs teachers if you have any questions regarding their 
learning program. ϥf your student is experiencing diʛculties and may not be sharing this 
with their teacher please contact the teacher about this. 

¶ Find a space in your home where your student can be comfortable and work without 
distractions.  

¶ Familiarise yourself with your studentɅs learning program, so you can get a sense of how 
much they should be doing each day for each subject. Help your student prepare a 
timetable so that they can keep to a routine.  This will probably mirror their actual 
timetable. 

¶ Make sure your students has breaks during the day. This will help keep them active and 
reduce boredom.  

Key Contacts 

Lindy Gumpold 

Year 8 Leader 

gumpold.galinde.g@edumail.vic.gov.au 

Darren Campbell 

Year 7 Leader 

campbell.darren.j@edumail.vic.gov.au 

Glen Stephenson 

Year 9 Leader 

stephenson.glen.t@edumail.vic.gov.au 

Jenny Horner 

Year 10 Leader 

horner.jenny.m@edumail.vic.gov.au 

Thomas Kindellan 

Advocate 

kindellan.thomas.a@edumail.vic.gov.au 

Robin Fitzpatrick 

Advocate 

ɲtzpatrick.robin.e@edumail.vic.gov.au 

Paula Woodland 

Advocate 

woodland.paula.m@edumail.vic.gov.au 

Selena Gray 

Student Welfare 

gray.selena.k@edumail.vic.gov.au 

Marina Cooper 

Koorie Student Support 

cooper.marina.k@edumail.vic.gov.au 

Cleo Lazaris 

Campus Principal 

lazaris.cleo.c@edumail.vic.gov.au 

Elyse Derricott 

Advocate 

derricott.elyse.k@edumail.vic.gov.au 

Churchill Campus 
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Year 7 News   

Darren Campbell 

Year 7 Team Leader 

campbell.darren.j@edumail.vic.gov.au 

SRC ELECTϥON RESULTS  

Year 7 students recently voted for their representatives after 
numerous worthy students were nominated by their peers and 
deemed up to the job by teachers. Several students spoke to the 
year level while others declined the opportunity to deliver their 
prepared speeches to the eagerly waiting crowd. We encourage 
those students who were nominated to consider the SRC role 
next year as their conɲdence grows from speaking in classes and 
taking on other leadership tasks next term. 

Congratulations Maddie Edwards and Sidney Townsend!  

THE YEAR 7 TEAM 

Celeste Sanderco 

Bin You 

Andrea Flake 

Russell White 

Stephanie Barfoot 

Chris Gretton 

    

PROGRESS REPORTS 

An impressive 22 students achieved a score of 3.8 or above for 
their Progress Report. ThatɅs more than a quarter of Year 7 
students. Numerous students were a tiny score away from being 
formally recognized for their excellent learning habits. By the 
number of students keenly looking through the door at the lunch 
event, we suspect there will be quite a determined eϜort over the 
approaching weeks. ϥmportantly, with the release of the second 
round of progress updates, teachers are able to compare 
performance with the ɲrst round. We aim to recognize a wide 
range of improvements, especially students who are working 
hard or gradually improving their skills. Hope thereɅs space on 
the fridge door at home for our post cards. 

Jarod Thomas 

Jayla Bonorchis 

 Luisa Cardillo 

Taylor Mansɲeld 

Ella Hanson 

Lucy Booth 

Harley Scandrett 

Darcy Fehlberg 

Cade Reyke 

Desiree Webb 

Kendra Bailey 

Hallie Beam 

Tayla Heslop 

Dean Xuereb 

Robert Gray 

Arabella Baker 

ϥsabella Hart 

Cianese Bannister 

Ashton Busk 

Brooke Ryan 

Lily Mc Cord 

Precious Glade 

YEAR 7 STUDENT LEADER REPRESENTATϥVES 

Maddie Edward Sidney Townsend 
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YEAR 7 PHONE ϥNTERVϥEWS 

Parents have recently contacted school with questions about the 
approaching interviews, now conducted by phone. Do ϥ speak to all teachers? 
What do ϥ ask about this early in the year? ϥf ϥ know my child is doing well, do ϥ 
need to speak to teachers? Our advice is to feel welcome to have a chat, 
discuss what you may have heard at home. What are the skills that have 
been taught and practised over the past 8 weeks? Find out how weɅre 
meeting as a team to share knowledge about your child and develop shared 
strategies. You may wish to discover what could be practised or shared at 
home. We value background information you may choose to share which will 
enable us to build stronger relationships, be aware of the studentsɅ interests, 
understand how they best learn and respect their talents. 

LOOKϥNG FORWARD TO FUN LEARNϥNG 

Camp is postponed, but in the meantime the Year 7 team has a Plan B. Learning takes many 
forms. So, we intend to hold a wide range of hands-on activities and games involving 
communication, problem solving, collaboration, competition and more. Planning is underway.  


