
KEY DATES 

Message from our Acting Campus Principal - Cleo Lazaris 

30 Aug COLLEGE BIG DAY OUT 

10-13 Sept YEAR 10 TASMANIA CAMP 

21 Sept END OF TERM 3 

8 Oct TERM 4 BEGINS 

Friday 24th August, 2018 

 
Churchill Campus 

Ph: 5132 3700 

PO Box 3411 

MORWELL BC 3841 

EMAIL: kurnai.co@edumail.vic.gov.au 

College Principal 

Anthony Rodaughan 

Acting Campus Principal 

Cleo Lazaris 

School Hours:    8:25am - 2:45pm 

Students are supervised from 8:10am - 3pm 

Cuppa and Chat with Cleo 

During our recent College review I met with some parents for a general chat about their experience 

as a parent at the school.  We all felt that an opportunity for an informal catch up would be a great 

way for parents to ask questions and for me to find out how things are going at Churchill Campus.  

To this end I will be holding regular, informal chats starting with Friday, August 31st at 9.00 am.  It 

would be great if you could give up half an hour of your time to have a cuppa and a chat.  Please call 

into the General Office to sign in and the office staff will show you to our boardroom. 

Assessment Weeks 

Our Common Assessment Tasks are used to gauge student achievement against the Victorian Curriculum standards.  They 

are the final or summative assessment for a unit of work in any given subject.  All Common Assessment Tasks (CATS) will be 

completed during weeks 8 and 9 of this term.  There will be minimal disruption to classes during this time and I ask that 

student absences are kept to a minimum.  Students who miss CATS will need to make up the time in our after school 

homework club on a Wednesday evening.  If your child is absent please inform the Team Leader so that arrangements can be 

made.  

Careers Week 

This week all Year levels celebrated Careers Week.  A number of activities and excursions were organised by our Careers and 

Pathways officer, Kylie Downey.  Often students find it difficult to see the connection between school and future pathways so 

the aim is to expose our students to as many employers from our local area who will explain the world of work and its 

expectations.  The week ended with a BBQ lunch on Friday. 
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Kurnai College Four Pillars 

  Engagement:    We actively participate in our own learning 

  Excellence:      We do the best that we can do 

  Work Ethic:      We are committed to working hard 

  Relationships:  We value and respect each other 

Homework Club 

We’ve had a great turn out for our Homework Club on Wednesday nights.  Student can get extra help with classwork, in a 

relaxing environment.  

When: Wednesday afternoon 

Where: Churchill Campus Library 

Time: 3:00 to 4:15pm 

Food Provided 

Mobile Phone Use 

The dilemma of whether mobile phones are a distraction in class has been and will 

continue to be an issue facing all schools.  As a Bring Your Own Device (BYOD) school, 

Kurnai College encourages students to have their laptops and tablets ready to use as a 

point of learning tool or for classwork as set out by the teacher.  It is our responsibility as 

a community, to support young people to use devices appropriately in different settings, 

including school.  Churchill Campus now has a phone holder in every classroom where 

students are asked to park their phones at the beginning of the lesson so as not to 

distract them from classroom learning.  Students will be able to access their phones only 

if their teacher deems that the phone at that point in the class would assist the learning. 



Common Assessment Tasks 

With the end of the term fast approaching and the inclusion of the Thinking 

Championships, Year 7 students will begin their Common Assessment Tasks next week 

which will most likely span over a two week period.  This is an important time for 

students and teachers to complete assessments and gather data for student learning.  

This can be a stressful time for students and we encourage parents to contact us if they 

would like any further communications or if there are any issues relating to attendance.   

Excursion to Lake Hyland 

Students embarked on an excursion for Humanities with the hope to put some theory 

into practice.   

The following is an account as written by Katelin Mansfield and Charlotte Bourke: 

On the 8th August, all the Year 7’s participated in a Humanities task held at Lake Hyland. It 

was a challenging excursion because of the torrential rain that occurred, causing us to have 

wet worksheets and to struggle to write on the paper.  The task included having to explore the 

different ways to collect primary data, such as discovering if Lake Hyland was natural or 

manmade. Although, it was a challenging excursion it was a good way to introduce our new 

unit for Humanities; Geography.  

We personally enjoyed the excursion because it was a chance to get out of the 

classroom and explore the wonders of Lake Hyland. One of the most enjoyable activities 

was finding all the different animals that lived there. I would recommend going to Lake 

Hyland yourself as it was a good and interesting place which suited our task.  We had a 

brilliant afternoon which was all thanks to our wonderful teachers Miss Barfoot, Miss 

Derricott, Miss Gruis and Mrs Lynch. 
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Time is flying as we head into the tail end of Term 3.  In the last two weeks Year 7 

students have continued to work through their curriculum, attended an excursion for 

Humanities and will experience what the senior campus of Kurnai has to offer as part of 

Careers Week.   



Mobile Phones 

The Campus has placed a strict policy on the use of mobile phones in the classroom due to the increasing distraction they 

pose for students and their learning.  Each classroom is equipped with a mobile phone pouch where students can place their 

phones at the beginning of each lesson.  At the end of each lesson, students are able to retrieve their phones for use outside 

of lesson times.  Alternatively, students can keep their phones in their lockers during class time where they are secured by an 

individual coded lock.  It has been acknowledged that students in Year 7 are doing a great job at following this new policy and 

we thank them and ask them to continue their efforts.  If parents need to contact their student during class time, they are to 

contact the administrative team in the office on the school number: 51 323 700.   

Uniform 

With the absence of Form Group occurring four days a week, we have noticed students 

lapsing in maintaining correct uniform.  Students are required to wear ONLY school 

uniform items and will be asked to remove any items of clothing that is not school 

uniform.  Understandably being Winter, we want to ensure students are warm enough 

outside and in classrooms.  However, hoody’s underneath uniforms will asked to be 

removed.  We strongly recommend students ensure their names are clearly written on 

all of their uniform tags, including their maroon and PE polo’s as they are regularly 

changing these throughout the week.  If there are any concerns with students’ uniform, 

please contact the school so we can find a solution. 

Kurnai’s uniform policy is as follows: 

Students are to wear the maroon college polo with navy shorts or trousers with girls 

having the option to wear the school dress.  There is a choice of the school hoodie, 

spray jacket or fleece jacket.  Shoes must be predominately black and covered in with 

white socks. 

The PE uniform consists of the navy college polo with navy shorts or track pants and 

runners. 
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It is concerning to notice that over the past two weeks that there has been an increase 

in the number of Year 8 students who are arriving late to class. It is so important that 

students arrive to class on time. Through a number of classroom observations, when 

students arrive late to class they stop the teacher from teaching and in effect stop the 

learning time available for the rest of the class. In this instance all students need to 

respect the right of a teacher to teach and the students to learn. 

Lack of appropriate equipment in class is the other concern that has been noticed in 

the Year 8 classes. Students, in some instance, arrive to class and then leave to collect 

equipment such as pens or exercise books during the instructional phase of the 

lesson.  

The importance of coming to class on time with the appropriate equipment is 

something that all parents and guardians can support the school and teachers, by 

ensuring that their child has the appropriate equipment and understands the 

importance of being on time. 

Careers Week 

On Tuesday 21st August, most of the Year 8 students participated in industry visits as part of Careers Week.  The students 

visited the LV Express Printers and Earthworks Energy Manufacturing. This excursion was provided to all students at no cost 

and lunch was also provided.  Fifty four students participated in this excursion. 

At Earthworks, Catherine and Ben introduced students to the concept of a cooperative and explained that their cooperative 

has been established based on the philosophy of trading with sustainable and ethical products. Soft skills such as resilience, 

team work and problem solving were also discussed as the type of skills that are necessary for students who would like to 

work in a cooperative. The students also learnt about the manufacturing of the solar hot water systems and electricity.  

After lunch at Immigration Park the students then visited LV Printers. Peter explained to the students the process for printing 

a newspaper. The students learnt that LV Printers print thirty two different newspapers for places such as Phillip Island, 

Maffra, Sale, Yarram, Castlemaine as well as the Latrobe Valley. Peter also explained the type of qualifications that students 

would need to have if they wanted to work as a printer. 

PBS Coupons 

Village Cinema movie tickets have been the most popular reward that the Year 8 students are 

collecting with their coupons from the PBS cupboard. A reminder that the PBS coupons are given to 

students by staff members, when students display a behaviour from the Four Pillars – Relationships, 

Engagement, Excellence, or Work Ethic – for a prize from the display cupboard, which is the Wellbeing 

Office.  

 At the end of week 5 the following are the top 6 students for Year 8: 

 Violet Juricevich - 25 

 Lucas Hobbs - 17 

 Tom Hoghton - 13 

 Bridie Byrne - 12 

 Cade Tatti - 9 

 Tamsyn Walker - 8 

A reminder to all Year 8 students that when they receive a ticket that they need to write their name on 

the ticket and then place it into the PBS box, which is located in the Library. 



Uniform Expectations 

When students are at school or participating in school activities that take then out of 

the school grounds they are expected to be in full uniform.  This does not include non-

school uniform jackets, beanies, hoodies or tracksuit pants, however they can wear 

long sleeve navy or white tops (without hoods) underneath their polo tops. Students 

are also reminded that they are required to wear shoes that are predominately black. 

If your child is out of uniform, please provide a note which explains why your child is 

not wearing uniform on a particular day. If you require any assistance with school 

uniform, please don’t hesitate to contact the school and speak to either a member of 

the Year 8 Team or the Wellbeing Team. 

Homework Club  

Homework Club is becoming a popular place for Year 8 students to come along and receive extra 

assistance from teachers and to complete work before they go home. With the release of the August 

Learning Behaviour Reports this is a great opportunity for parents and guardians to reflect on 

whether your child needs extra assistance to help them complete work.  

Student Laptops 

A reminder that students are expected to have a laptop and that students need to bring their laptop to all classes. Staff in the 

Year 8 team have worked to determine which students have their own laptop or required access to a school laptop in the 

short term. Therefore all students in Year 8 currently have access to a laptop. If parents and guardians could support the 

school by checking that their child is taking their laptop to school that would assist with trying to develop good organisational 

habits. 
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Mobile Phones 

In the last Newsletter the issue of mobile phones was discussed with Cleo Lazaris, 

Acting Campus Principal, indicating that mobile phones are to be kept in your child ’s 

locker or in the phone holder, which is located in each class. Year 8 students need to 

understand that their phone is not part of their school equipment and should only be 

used at recess or lunchtime. Please, if you need to contact your child, do not text or 

ring your child during class time, as students are torn between following school rules 

and answering a parent call. 

When: Wednesday afternoon  

Where: Churchill Campus Library  
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Medieval Fete Day 

On Monday 17th of September all Year 8 students will be involved in the Medieval 

Fete Day as a culmination of the work that they have been studying in Humanities this 

term. Over the coming weeks students will be planning and organising particular 

activities for the day. Students will not have regular classes but will be following an 

alternative schedule which is in the table below. Students will be involved in Arts and 

Crafts in the morning, followed by preparations for the feast which will occur during 

Period 4. All students will be provided Pumpkin Soup and Bread for lunch as well as a 

selection of medieval food prepared by the students.  

Students are encouraged to dress in medieval costumes however, if not, students will 

be required to wear full school uniform.  

Time Activity 

Period 1 and 2 Medieval Arts and 
Crafts- a rotation 
through  different 
activities 

Recess As Per Normal 

Period 3 Preparation for the 
Feast 

Period 4 Feast- lunch is pro-
vided 

Lunch As Per Normal 

Period 5 Medieval Games 
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Melbourne Discovery Camp 

The 39 students and 4 staff that attended the Melbourne camp had a busy week participating in a variety of activities in and 

around the CBD. 

Activities included Hard Rock Climbing, Ice skating and swimming, Visiting the Eureka Sky deck, going on the Melbourne Star 

and a tour of the MCG. 

Some students managed to find their way around the city in “the Great race “ before catching a Movie at Village Crown. 

Plenty of walking, good food and shopping occurred before 43 tired people caught the train home for a well-deserved rest.. 

GPA All Stars: 

Congratulations to the following students who achieved 3.5 or higher in their August 

Learning Behaviour Report. The All Star award acknowledges the effort and diligence 

that the students are displaying in their classes. 

Augmented Reality 

Over the past four weeks, students from Years 8, 9 and 10 have been undertaking a course in Augmented Reality with the 

Gippsland Tech School. This has seen them combine various software elements to install virtual features into real world 

scenes. The course is due to finish next Tuesday with a celebration that will be attended by various local dignitaries.  

 

Robin Fitzpatrick 

Year 9 Team Leader 

fitzpatrick.robin.e@edumail.vic.gov.au 

Careers Week 

As part of Careers week our Year 9 students are participating in a Fed University Outreach Session “Focus on their Future”. 

Charlize DOLLER Kelly NICKSON Oliver STURRE 
Kiarna CLUDERAY Hayley DONNELLY Tayissa MILLER 

Jessica HOGHTON Ryan RUNGE Courtney HOWELL 

Hayley SHAW Jazmin BRAZIER Boyd MAKEPEACE 
Riley STEVENS Mckenzie TINGAY Lachlan BEVIS 
Azriel HALGE Chloe HUIZER Tige RENWICK 

Amy KUIJPERS Molly SAWYER Zachary CARLSON 

Bethany BLAKELEY Alyssa WELLS Tristan LEHRNER 

Sophie BELLINGHAM Courtney-Rose BAKER   



BYOD 

A reminder that students are required to bring their device to school charged and 

ready to use. If your child does not have a personal device please contact Glen 

Stephenson who will be working to make arrangements for a device to be available. 

Homework Club 

Homework club is available for students on a Wednesday afternoon to assist with their studies. 

Where: Churchill Campus Library 3 - 4.15pm 
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Winter Uniforms 

With the colder weather, students are still expected to be in full uniform.  

Students are to wear the maroon college polo with navy shorts, track pants or trousers 

with girls having the option of the college dress. There is a choice of the college hoodie, 

fleece jacket or spray jacket. Long sleeve navy or white tops (without hoods) can be worn 

underneath their polo tops. Students are also reminded that they are required to wear 

shoes that are predominately black. 

If you require any assistance with your child’s school uniform, please contact the school, 

so that we can provide assistance. 

Peer Support Leaders for 2019 

Following a selection process the Peer support leaders for 2019 have been selected. We 

congratulate the following students and look forward to their contribution to the 

program. 

 

Robin Fitzpatrick 

Year 9 Team Leader 

fitzpatrick.robin.e@edumail.vic.gov.au 

Jack Chessum Jye Wilson McKenzie Tingay 

Tige Renwick Sophie Bellingham Chloe Huizer 

Ryan Runge Bethany Blakely Charlize Doller 

Oliver Sturre Kiarna Cluderay Hayley Donnelly 

Boyd Makepeace Azriel Halge Darci Kovacevic 

Zac Carlson Jessica Hoghton Kelly Nickson 

Matthew McCafferty Molly Sawyer   
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August Learning Behaviour Reports 

Congratulations to the 13 Year 10 students who achieved a 3.5 or above average grade in their most recent learning 

behaviour reports.  A special mention to Amy Cannon who has ranked in our top achievers all year.  Well done also to Justin 

Coleman, Antonio Cardillo, Bradley Scholten, Samantha Wakefield, Brodie Cook, Namatai Douglas, Shelby Love, Jarryd Xuereb, 

Tim Hutchinson, Gemma Brown, Ruby Reilly, Madi Tarrant for your wonderful work ethic in the classroom.  All students are 

expected to achieve growth in their next learning behaviour reports. 

Tasmania Camp 

A student meeting was held last week and information packs handed out to most students.  Two 

further student meetings will take place on Friday 24th August and Friday 7th September from 

1:15pm in the Language Centre. 

What we require NOW is notification of ANY food allergies or intolerances for catering purposes.  

Please contact Andy or myself directly on 5132 3700. 

What's coming up and Dates to Remember 

ONLY 13 WEEKS LEFT AT the 

JUNIOR CAMPUS 
As we countdown the weeks until our Year 10 students fly the junior campus coup and 

head north to the University Campus to commence their senior studies, the 

expectations of students at the junior campus remain the same  – arrive to class on 

time, follow your teachers instructions and make a solid effort to complete the work. 

On that note, there are a number of students who are arriving late (some very late) to 
class – particularly period 1 classes.  A reminder that school starts 8:30am Monday to 
Friday and arriving late to class will be reflected in your child’s learning behaviour 
reports. 

Leaving school grounds during lunchtime/ before end of school day 

A reminder to parents and students that students are not allowed to leave the school grounds during the school day.  If you 

need to collect your child before the end of the day, please come to the general office to sign them out or contact me via 

phone.  

VIC ROADS presentation and Road Smart consent forms need to be returned 

This week our students participated in ROAD SMART, a new road safety education and 

training program designed for Year 10 students.  Students were quizzed on four key 

components of road safety: safer roads, safer vehicles, safer drivers and safer speed. 

Participation in Road Smart eLearning modules and access to a free driving lesson 

requires online registration with VicRoads.  Consent forms have been sent home 

previously and must be returned for students to complete the eLearning module.  

Wk 7 Thursday 
30th  Aug 

Kurnai College BIG DAY OUT (9am to 2:30pm @ La Trobe Leisure 
Centre) 

Wk 8 Thursday 
6th Sept 

STEM Sister Tech & Uni Taster Day 

Wk 9 Mon to 
Thurs 

Year 10 Tasmania Trip 

Wk 10 Thursday 
20th Sept 

Fed Uni Outreach Program (10:30am – 2:30pm) 



We continue to encourage students not to use their mobile phones for personal use during 
their lessons. Students will be directed to place their phones in the holders OR they are 
expected to leave their phone in their locker.  Students will have their phones confiscated for 
the day if not being used appropriately during class time.  If you need to contact your child 
during normal class times please contact the front office directly on 5132 3700. 

Absences 

We remind parents and guardians that if a student will not be attending school for the day to ring the Absent Hotline on 

5132 3711. This line is open 24hrs a day and will be sent as a message to our administrative team to forward onto relevant 

teachers. If students will be away for an extended period of time, please ensure you let our administrative team know and 

they can forward the message to team leaders so work and support can be arranged for students to complete whilst at 

home. 
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VIC SRC (Student Representative Council) CONGRESS 2018  

One of our student council representatives, Amy Cannon, participated in Congress 
2018, a 3-day extravaganza of student voice that took place at The University of 
Melbourne during the July school holidays.  VicSRC Congress brings together students 
from all across the state to forge connections, discuss the issues affecting their 
education and build capacity to tackle these issues at a school, community and state 
level. 

Amy said that Congress ‘was an amazing experience to learn about student voice and 
the power of youth in todays society.  We completed a workshop where students 
identified the top 12 issues facing young people today and then gathered into 12 
groups coming up with ideas to help solve the issue.  From the 12 issues, five were 
chosen and will be taken back to the VIC SRC.’ 

The Congress finished with Gala celebration. 
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Calendar of Excursions / Camps 

Year 7  
Date Excursion Cost Form & Payment  

Due Date  

23 Jul-14 Dec Swimming $NIL 20/7/18 

6 Sept Year 7/8 Basketball $NIL 3/9/18 

    

Year 8 
 
 

 

Date Excursion Cost Form & Payment  

Due Date  

23 Jul-14 Dec Swimming $NIL 20/7/18 

6 Sept Year 7/8 Basketball $NIL 3/9/18 

17 & 18 Oct Flat Pack Challenge $NIL CLOSED 

Year 9 
 

 

Date Excursion Cost Form & Payment  

Due Date  

22-24 Oct Peer Support Camp $100 6/9/18 

    

    

Year 10 
 

 

Date Excursion Cost Form & Payment  

Due Date  

10-13 Sept Tasmania Camp $680 CLOSED 

    

    

All Years  
 
 

 

Date Excursion Cost Form & Payment  

Due Date  

24 May –21 

Nov 

AIME Program $NIL 21/5/18 

31 Jul-28 Aug Augmented Reality $NIL CLOSED 
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WE WANT OUR PARENTS TO TELL US WHAT THEY THINK!  
 

Our school is conducting a survey to find out what parents think of our school. The Parent 

Opinion Survey is an annual survey offered by the Department of Education and Training 

that is conducted amongst a sample of randomly selected parents. It is designed to assist 

schools in gaining an understanding of parents’ perceptions of school climate, student 

behaviours and student engagement. Our school will use the survey results to help inform 

and direct future school planning and improvement strategies.  

 

Approximately 30 per cent of parents will be invited to participate in this year’s survey. 

Parents will be chosen randomly and will be mailed further details if selected.   All responses 

to the survey are anonymous. This year the Parent Opinion Survey will be conducted from 

Monday 23rd July to Sunday 26th August. 

 

The survey will be conducted online, only takes 10-15 minutes to complete, and can be 

accessed at any convenient time within the fieldwork period on desktop computers, laptops, 

tablets or smartphones. The online survey will be available in a range of languages other 

than English. These include: Arabic, Vietnamese, Mandarin, Chin (haka), Hindi, Japanese, 

Somali, Turkish, Punjabi and Greek. 

 

The survey results will be reported back to the school at the end of September.  

Secondary School vaccinations in 2018 

The Secondary School Vaccine Program offers free vaccines to Year 7 and 10 students. 

These vaccines provide protection against:  

Diphtheria, tetanus and pertussis (whooping cough) – one dose for year 7 students 

Human Papillomavirus (HPV) – two doses for year 7 students 

Meningococcal A,C,W,Y – one dose for year 10 students 

Parents/guardians of year 7 and 10 students should look out for the vaccine consent card 

booklet coming home from school with your child. You need to read the information, com-

plete and return the card regardless of whether your child is being vaccinated at school. 

The Latrobe City immunisation service may contact you about the Secondary School Vac-

cine Program. Schools are authorised to provide basic parent/guardian contact details to 

local councils for this purpose. Contact the school by 28 February 2018 if you do not want 

your contact details given to the Latrobe City immunisation service.  

To learn more about the Secondary School Vaccine Program, the vaccines, the diseases 

they protect against, or how you can prepare your child for vaccination, go to bet-

terhealth.vic.gov.au 

Additionally, the Commonwealth government is funding vaccinations for all children under 

20 years who missed scheduled vaccines. If students have missed vaccines, either in child-

hood or adolescence, and require catch-up vaccines, they should speak with their immun-

isation provider. (ie. local council or GP). 
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Whilst Kurnai College  is happy to include Community Announcements in our  newsletters - please understand Kurnai    
College is not involved in the organisations or the running of any  these community events.    
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