
KEY DATES 

 

Message from our Acting Campus Principal - Cleo Lazaris 

5 Nov STUDENT FREE DAY - PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT FOR STAFF 

6 Nov MELBOURNE CUP PUBLIC HOLIDAY - SCHOOL CLOSED 

7-9 Nov YEAR 9 OE WILSONS PROM SURF CAMP 

29 Nov CELEBRATION DAY 

YEAR 10 FORMAL 

30 Nov REPORT WRITING DAY - STUDENT FREE DAY 

Friday 2nd November, 2018 

 
Churchill Campus 

Ph: 5132 3700 

PO Box 3411 

MORWELL BC 3841 

EMAIL: kurnai.co@edumail.vic.gov.au 

College Principal 

Anthony Rodaughan 

Acting Campus Principal 

Cleo Lazaris 

School Hours:    8:25am - 2:45pm 

Students are supervised from 8:10am - 3pm 

Cuppa and Chat with Cleo 

The next catch up will be Friday, 9th November, 2018 from 9.30 –10am. 

Uniform 

It has been pleasing to see so many students wearing the appropriate uniform.  At this time of year and can be easy to wear 

items of clothing that aren’t a part of the uniform.  Students who are out of uniform will be supplied with clean uniform items 

to be worn for the day.  Parents who need assistance with uniform should contact their year level team leader. 

Learning Behaviour Updates  

The last Learning Behaviour Updates for the semester will be published soon through Compass. If there are any queries 

relating to the report please feel free to contact the relevant teacher or Team Leader via the Campus office on 51323700.  

Staff Professional Development 

Monday 5th November  will be a student free day to allow all staff from across the College to participate in professional 

development.  In collaboration with our Senior Education Improvement Leader, Rob Juratowitch, we will unpack the feedback 

from our recent review and begin to outline our College goals for the next Strategic Plan. 
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Homework Club 

We’ve had a great turn out for our Homework Club on Wednesday nights.  Students can get extra help with classwork, in a 

relaxing environment.  

When: Wednesday afternoon 

Where: Churchill Campus Library 

Time: 3:00 to 4:15pm 

Food Provided 

Mobile Phone Use 

The dilemma of whether mobile phones are a distraction in class has been and will 

continue to be an issue facing all schools.  As a Bring Your Own Device (BYOD) school, 

Kurnai College encourages students to have their laptops and tablets ready to use as a 

point of learning tool or for classwork as set out by the teacher.  It is our responsibility as 

a community, to support young people to use devices appropriately in different settings, 

including school.  Churchill Campus now has a phone holder in every classroom where 

students are asked to park their phones at the beginning of the lesson so as not to 

distract them from classroom learning.  Students will be able to access their phones only 

if their teacher deems that the phone at that point in the class would assist the learning. 

Year 10 Students Completing a VCE Sequence 2019 

For many years, most Year 10 students have completed Units 1 and 2 of a VCE or VCAL (Year 11) subject, however, not all 

students have reached the level of maturity or skill needed to be successful. 

From 2019, students will need to apply and be accepted into a VCE sequence. No student will be disadvantaged, as they will 

get to select from the full range of offerings in 2020. 

Students not completing a Year 11 subject in 2019 will select from a range of classes which will ensure academic rigour and 

development of skills to prepare students for 2020. 

Year 9 and 10 Elective for 2019 

Last week I spoke to all our current Year 8 and 9 students about students having input into the electives we will offer next 

year.  Along with teacher expertise and availability, I want student voice to help drive our subject offerings.  Students will select 

their electives in the coming weeks. 



Drama play 

This semester Year 7’s have been honing their acting skills during their elective for Drama.  You are invited to attend the year 

7 Drama performance on the 13th of November beginning at 7pm for what is guaranteed to be an evening of entertainment.  

Students will perform original acts as written by them based on issues close to them. 
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Term 4 remains to fly by as students continue to work hard as we reach the end of 

another week.  A reminder that next week students will have a four day weekend as 

staff will attend a Collegewide Professional Development day on Monday and 

Melbourne Cup being a public holiday on Tuesday.  We hope the students will enjoy 

this little mid-term break.   

Don’t hit the snooze button!  

This semester has seen a change to the timetable meaning 
form group only occurs once a week each Thursday.  
Therefore, students who arrive late are missing valuable 
learning time during their first period of each day.  
Unfortunately, we have seen a rise in late arrivals to school 
which is highly concerning as the accumulated time missed 
each day during period one is reflecting on students’ ability to 
learn.  A reminder that the morning bell rings at 8:25am with 
students expected to be in their first class by 8:30am.   

Jenna McLauchlan  Makayla Rota  Jordyn Bryce  Madilyn Bryce 
Tilly Wakefield   Ebony Webb  Mia Sturre  Claire Irving 
Kayley Answerth  Alison Heffernan Monai Porykali Gracie Kearns 

Hockey 

Monday the 29th of October students participated in the Regional round for Hockey after winning the Wellington competi-

tion earlier in the year.  Unfortunately a strong second half from the Kurnai girls was not enough to recover from the first half 

deficit they conceded against their competitors Chairo Christian School.  A really great effort by all the girls from years 7 and 

8 who participated in the game.   



CHURCHILL CAMPUS  -  PATHWAYS TO SUCCESS      

Year 8 News ……….   

Lindy Gumpold 

Year 8 Team Leader 

gumpold.galinde.g@edumail.vic.gov.au 

Year 9 Course Selection 

Year 8 students have recently returned their course selection sheets for their Year 9 

subjects. If your child has not already returned this selection sheet it needs to be 

returned as soon as possible. The course selection sheet is important as it gives 

students a voice in determining the type of subjects that they would like to see being 

offered in the elective blocks at year 9 as well giving students an opportunity to engage 

in curriculum that they enjoy.  

Mobile Phones 

Mobile phones are still an issue with some students not placing their phones in the 

phone holders which are located in all classrooms. Students are aware that if they bring 

their phone into the classroom and do not place it in the phone holder the phone will 

be taken by the teacher and returned at the end of the school day. The concern is that 

some students are arguing with teachers about when a phone should be returned. 

Parents and guardians could also assist us with the phone process by reminding their 

child of these rules as well as refraining from texting or calling students during class 

time. A reminder that a phone is not to be used instead of a laptop or calculator.  

Russell Northe’s Visit 

Russell Northe visited the Year 8 students on Thursday 25th October to talk to the students as part of the Humanities 

curriculum which is currently focusing on Civics and Citizenship. Prior to Russell’s visit the Year 8 students planned a series of 

questions that they were then able to put to Russell during the session.  

Jamie, Ben and Stephen wrote about the event: 

On Thursday 25th of October, Russell Northe came to Kurnai College. He taught the Year 8’s about civics and citizenship and 

laws. He told us about the parliament and the government. We also asked questions about his life as well. He has played 

football for most of his life, so he was very sporty when he was young, now, he is a member of the parliament.   

 Russel Northe helped us have a deeper understanding about parliament. He told us about how the unemployment rate is 

rising and how the people who have lost their jobs must move to Melbourne to get employment. He also told us about how 

he is going to demolish the old petrol station in Churchill. It really surprised us when he told us that he got into politics 

because of his teacher, who got into politics.  His teacher was his role-model while growing up.   

Russell Northe’s post on Facebook 

With Year 8 students at Kurnai College in Churchill this morning and having a great 

conversation about civics and Government at all levels. 

Very impressed with the students’ knowledge and preparedness to ask questions. 

And importantly the very respectful, attentive and courteous manner that they 

demonstrated during my visit. 

Hockey 

On Monday 29th of October Year 8 girls and Year 7 girls participated in the Regional round for 

Hockey. The girls progressed through to this round after winning the Wellington competition 

earlier in the year.  Unfortunately, a strong second half from the Kurnai girls was not enough to 

recover from the first half deficit. While unfortunately not able to score themselves in the second 

half, they did manage to keep Chairo Christian School scoreless in the second half and had much 

more of the general play. A really great effort by all the girls from Years 7 and 8 who participated in 

the game.   

A thank you to Nick Campbell and Anita Charles for being our drivers on the day and for Kelly 

McLauchlan for coming along and supporting the team. 

Jenna McLauchlan           Makayla Rota                     Jordyn Bryce                      Madilyn Bryce 
Tilly Wakefield                  Ebony Webb                      Mia Sturre                          Claire Irving 
Kayley Answerth              Alison Heffernan              Monai Porykali                    Gracie Kearns 



Celebration Day 

Permission forms for the Year 8 Celebration Day were distributed late last week to all Year 8 students.  

Celebration Day is a time when the Year 8 students are able to enjoy a visit to the cinema where they will 

be able to see a movie of their choice. All Year 8 students will be invited to return their permission 

forms, however, attendance at this event will be subject to students behaviours throughout the 

remainder of Term 4. On Thursday 29th November the Year 8 students will have the opportunity to 

watch a private screening of the movie ‘Ralph breaks the Internet’ before its general release to the 

public. They will then walk to Gippsland Immigration Park for a BBQ lunch before returning to school at 

2pm for an early dismissal.  
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Uniform Expectations 

A small number of students are continuing to try and avoid 

wearing the school uniform. If students arrive at school, out of 

uniform, without a note, they will be required to change into 

school supplied uniform for the day. If your child is out of 

uniform, please provide a signed note, which explains why 

your child is not wearing uniform on a particular day. When 

students are at school or participating in school activities that 

take them out of the school grounds they are expected to be 

in full uniform.  This does not include non-school uniform 

jackets, beanies, hoodies or tracksuit pants, however they can 

wear long sleeve navy or white tops (without hoods) 

underneath their polo tops. Students are also reminded that 

they are required to wear shoes that are predominately black. 

If you require any assistance with school uniform. Please don’t 

hesitate to contact the school and speak to either a member 

of the Year 8 Team of the Wellbeing Team members. 

Student Laptops 

As the term progresses a small number of students are not bringing their laptops to school. 

Unfortunately when the students who do own a laptop do not bring their own device to school they 

are required to borrow one from the library. Unfortunately, at times, there will not be a suitable 

laptop to borrow which can mean that a student may not be able to continue with class work. Staff in 

the Year 8 team will continue to support those students who may be experiencing difficulties with 

their own device. If parents and guardians could support the school by checking that their child is 

taking their laptop to school that would assist with trying to develop good organisational habits. 



Homework Club  

Homework Club is becoming a popular place for Year 8 students to come along and 

receive extra assistance from teachers and to complete work before they go home. 

With the release of the October Learning Behaviour Reports this is a great opportunity 

for parents and guardians to reflect on whether your child needs extra assistance to 

help them complete work.  

When: Wednesday afternoon  

Where: Churchill Campus Library  

PBS Coupons 

Village Cinema movie tickets have been the most popular reward that the Year 8 

students are collecting with their coupons from the PBS cupboard. A reminder that the 

PBS coupons are given to students by staff members, when students display a 

behaviour from the Four Pillars – Relationships, Engagement, Excellence, or Work Ethic 

– for a prize from the display cupboard, which is the Wellbeing Office.  

At the end of Week  4 the following are the top 5 students for Year 8. 

 Jazmin Perrott Orr - 31 

 Dylan Dunstall - 21 

 Jack Daddo - 17 

 Riley Franks - 11 

 Mia Sturre - 11 

A reminder to all Year 8 students that when they receive a ticket that they need to write 

their name on the ticket and then place it into the PBS box, which is located in the 

Library. 
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We are continuing to focus on three important things this term: 

Uniform 

Students are expected to be in appropriate uniform every day. Black pants and non-

college hoodies should not be worn to school. Students wearing inappropriate uniform 

will be asked to change. 

 

Robin Fitzpatrick 

Year 9 Team Leader 

fitzpatrick.robin.e@edumail.vic.gov.au 
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Peer Support Camp 

Last week, 19 students began their journey as Peer Support Leaders by attending a Camp at the PGL Camp Rumbug in Foster 

North.  Students participated in team building activities such as trust exercises and initiative courses as well as the giant swing 

and a mud run blind folded.  The students participated in some activities that were outside their comfort zones. The team 

building activities encouraged students to support each other as well as accept the support of their peers.  

Students also completed a theory component both nights as they began their preparation for leading the Grade 6 students ’ 

transition to Kurnai College in the upcoming weeks.  Both Mary Corponi and Andrew Leeson were incredibly pleased by the 

efforts and enthusiasm shown by each student during the camp and the potential the group shows in creating a positive 

environment for the Year 7’s of 2019.  

Mobile Phones 

Classrooms have mobile phone holders that students are expected to use to ensure 

that they are free from temptation and distraction. 

BYOD 

Students are required to bring their device to school charged and ready to use.  



Year 10 Camp 2019 

Students were asked to complete an expression of interest for the opportunity to have 
the Year 10 camp at EITHER Central Australia OR Tasmania.  

Only one of the camps will run with a minimum of 30 students from both Churchill and 
Morwell campus required for either trip to go ahead. 

Please make sure that the expression of interest form is returned so that a decision as 
to which camp will be offered can be determined. 

Education Pathways 

All Year 9 students that are to commence a VCE subject in Year 10 2019 will attend the Kurnai College University Campus on 

Wednesday 14th of November for a transition session. 

This will occur during Periods 3 & 4 with normal classes running for the remainder of the day. 

Emergency Services Program 

This week some students attended the Emergency Services program where they learnt about career pathways into the Police 

Force, CFA and Ambulance Victoria. The site visits gave students the opportunity to ask questions about recruitment and to 

gain a first-hand understanding of what the roles are really like.  
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The final excursion for our Year 10 students will be in Week 6 and is the VETis (Vocational Edication Training in School) 

Orientation Day.  You will receive all the details in the mail regarding this excursion and it is expected that all Year 10 students 

who have enrolled in a VET subject for 2019 will attend this orientation day. 

What's coming up  

ONLY 4 WEEKS LEFT AT the 

JUNIOR CAMPUS 
A reminder that Thursday 29th November is officially the last day for our Year 10 
students at the Churchill campus.  This day also marks the Year 10 Formal (more details 
below).  Despite only a few weeks remaining until Headstart, myself and the Year 10 
team still have high expectations regarding behaviour and work ethic in and out of the 
classroom and will follow up with parents accordingly.  

I also encourage you all to keep an eye out for the University Campus Newsletter as 
there is information about opportunities for our current Year 10 students such as: 

Exam Week will be held in week 8.  All Year 10 students will complete their VCE exam, English and Maths exams.  An exam 

timetable will be published in the next newsletter. 

Wk5 Nov 5-9 Monday 5th Pupil Free Day 

Tuesday 6th Melbourne Cup Public Holiday 

Wk6 Nov 12-16 Wednesday 14th - VETis Orientation Day (all students undertaking a VET subject in 2019) 

Wednesday 14th – STEM Sister L’Oréal Australia and the University of Melbourne Girls in Science 

Forum (select students) 
Wk7 Nov 19-23 CAT/ASSESSMENT WEEK  

Wk8 Nov 26-30 EXAM WEEK 

Thursday 29th LAST DAY at junior campus 

Wk9 Dec 3 - 7 HEADSTART (Year 10s @ Uni Campus) 

Wk10 Dec 10 - 14 HEADSTART (Year 10s @ Uni Campus) 



Mobile Phones 

We continue to encourage students not to use their mobile phones for personal use during their 
lessons. Students will be directed to place their phones in the holders OR they are expected to leave 
their phone in their locker.  Students will have their phones confiscated for the day if they are being used 
inappropriately during class time.  If you need to contact your child during normal class times please 
contact the front office directly on 5132 3700. 

Year 10 Formal 

Please keep an eye on the newsletter as more details will be shared here about the Year 

10 Formal. 

Theme: The Great Gatsby (black, white and gold). Semi formal attire. 

Location: Quality Inn and Suites, Traralgon 

Cost: approximately $33.  Tickets will go on sale shortly! 
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Dental Van 

Please be aware that School Dental will be visiting Churchill campus on Monday 12-Tuesday 13th 

November to conduct dental assessments on students who have returned consent forms.  Spare 

dental forms can be collected from the front office. 

Uniform 

All Year 10 students are required to wear uniform right up until their final day.  Parents must communicate with the College 
when the uniform cannot be worn due to unusual situations.  In cases of special need or financial difficulties, parents should 
discuss this with the Campus Principal or Student Welfare team. 

Absences 

We remind parents and guardians that if a student will not be attending school for the day to ring the Absent Hotline on 51 

323 711. This line is open 24hrs a day and will be sent as a message to our administrative team to forward onto relevant 

teachers. If students will be away for an extended period of time, please ensure you let our administrative team know and 

they can forward the message to team leaders so work and support can be arranged for students to complete whilst at 

home. 

Leaving school grounds during lunchtime/ before end of school day 

A reminder to parents and students that students are not allowed to leave the school grounds during the school day.  If you 

need to collect your child before the end of the day then please come to the general office to sign them out or contact me 

via phone.  

Monday 26th 

November 
11.00 – 1.00 Art 

Media 

Literature 

5W127/8 

11.00 – 1.00 Accounting 

Chemistry 

Systems Engineering 

LEC2/3 

  

Year 11 VCE Exam timetables 
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Year 7  
Date Excursion Cost Form & Payment  

Due Date  

23 Jul-14 Dec Swimming $NIL 20/7/18 

    

    

Year 8 
 
 

 

Date Excursion Cost Form & Payment  

Due Date  

23 Jul-14 Dec Swimming $NIL 20/7/18 

14 Nov Halogen Young Leaders $NIL 2/11/18 

14 Nov Inspiring Young People $Nil 12/11/18 

Year 9 
 

 

Date Excursion Cost Form & Payment  

Due Date  

29 Oct - 7 Dec Action Squad $Nil 26/10/18 

7 Nov Power of Engineering $NIL 2/11/18 

7-9 Nov OE Wilson’s Prom $170 30/10/18 

Year 10 
 

 

Date Excursion Cost Form & Payment  

Due Date  

16 Nov Understanding Art Spaces $16 13/11/18 

    

    

All Years  
 
 

 

Date Excursion Cost Form & Payment  

Due Date  

24 May –21 

Nov 

AIME Program $NIL 21/5/18 
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Attention ALL 2019 Year 11 and 12 students 

Would you like to attend the Mt Hotham Camp in 2019?  

Mt Hotham is a well-known ski resort approximately 4-5 hours drive from Churchill via Omeo. The main 

activities undertaken on the camp will be downhill skiing and/or snowboarding.  

The camp will run from Sunday 7th July to Friday 12th July, 2019. Students must be at the University 

Campus bus stop at 10.00am on the Sunday. We intend to return to Kurnai College (University Campus) 

at approximately 9.00pm on the Friday.  Students will be staying at a Ski Lodge located at the top of the 

mountain. The total cost of the camp will be approximately $1650.00 which includes: 

 Resort entries 

 Accommodation 

 All meals 

 Lift 

 Lessons 

 Night skiing on Wednesday evening 

 Ski/Snowboard Hire including carve skis, boots and poles or board and boots 

 Transport to and from Mount Hotham 

 Hotham hoodie jumper 

Students will need to pay a deposit of $300 if they would like to secure a position for the camp by 

1/12/2018.  We have organised a payment plan in an effort to give families the opportunity to finalise the 

full payment by 2.00pm on Friday 21st June, 2019. While we understand this is an expensive camp we 

strongly believe that this is the most economical way of giving students the opportunity to participate in 

Alpine Snow sports. All students who participate in this camp will come home exhausted and thoroughly 

satisfied with their experiences, bubbling with stories of the thrills and spills they encountered.  

In order for this camp to proceed, we require a minimum of 20 students to attend and will cap the 
attendance at 25 students.  In the event of us not receiving enough interest, we will have to cancel this 

camp and, in this instance only, your deposit will be refunded. 

Students are expected to have a good behaviour history and an average or above average fitness level. 
Parents will be notified if their child is in danger of losing their invitation to camp due to poor behaviour 
at school. These decisions will be made by the Principal, in consultation with the advocate team and 
Camp Coordinator.  
 
Additional information will be provided to your child as time gets closer to ensure your child is properly 

equipped for the camp. Their safety and comfort will depend on this. If students don ’t have the required 

equipment they may be able to borrow a snow jacket and pants or alternatively this clothing can be 
hired from Mt Hotham.  

Ambulance membership is highly recommended as a trip in an ambulance from Mt Hotham can cost 

thousands of dollars if you are a non-member.  We also recommend travel insurance for an additional 

cost. 

If you have any further queries, please contact Mrs Candy White, the Camp Coordinator at the University 

Campus on 5132 3800. 

The link below provides a video of students attending a camp to Mt Hotham.  Please visit the below link 

to gain more understanding of what adventures you will get up to if you decide to attend the Mt Hotham 
camp in 2019.  

https://vimeo.com/143574333 

Kind regards, Candy White.  

https://vimeo.com/143574333
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School Dental will be providing dental treatment for students at Kurnai 

College and conducting visits this term.  All students have attended dental lessons to learn 

about the importance of oral hygiene.   

For students to be seen by School Dental for a check-up, a completed consent form needs to 

be returned to the school.  If you did not get a form, you can get the form from the office.   

For further information, please contact Sarah the School Nurse.  

I work Monday, Tuesday and Wednesdays across all the campuses of Kurnai.  Students or 

families can organise to see me by talking to the teachers or the welfare team or email 

pearse-clark.sarah.l@edumail.vic.gov.au 

SCHOOL NURSE UPDATE 

2018 Second hand books for sale 
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Does your child have a current Asthma Action Plan or Anaphylaxis Management Plan?  

  

Annual Update Anaphylaxis and Asthma Management Plans 

Whilst your child is attending school and suffers from these medical conditions, it is your 

responsibility each year to supply the school with updated medical information from your 

family doctor.  This information is retained by the school so that should a medical issue arise 

the correct medical treatment is administered. 

Please contact your family doctor to arrange an updated Management Plan as soon as possi-

ble.  Once you have the plan please ensure that the school is given this information as soon 

as possible. 
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Kurnai Music 

Kurnai Idol Heats 

Currently occurring at all campuses 

 

Annual College Music Concert 

Wednesday 21st November 

@ Kurnai College Morwell Campus,  

Annual College Music Concert 

Wednesday 21st November 

@ Kurnai College Morwell Campus, 

Bridle Road, Morwell 

Commencing at 7pm. 
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WANTS YOU 
Currently seeking players of all ages and abilities. 

Beginners are most welcome and instruments are available. 

Venue: Morwell Town Common – Cnr Elgin and Chapel Streets, Morwell 

Rehearsals occur Every Tuesday @ 7pm 

Come try and see what this band is all about before the rehearsal or contact the band representative for further information on 

Mobile: 0413 809 965 
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