
KEY DATES 

Message from our Campus Principal - Cleo Lazaris 

13 Feb College Swimming Sports 

20 Feb Year 10 Celebration Day 

21 Feb Year 7 BBQ—6pm 

12 Mar Labour Day 

22 Mar College Athletics Day 

9th February, 2018 

Welcome 

I would like to extend a warm welcome to all members of our learning community, particularly to our new students and their 

families. I wish you all a positive learning experience in your time at Kurnai College.  As I visit classrooms and walk through the 

yard it gives me a real buzz to feel the calm and positive vibe, and to observe students working and getting along with their 

peers.   

We also welcome the following new staff to our college:  

Elyse Derricott – Year 7 Team – English 

Stephanie Barfoot – Year 7 Team – English 

Felix Bao – Year 7 Team – LOTE 

Josh Barrie – Year 8 Team – Maths/Science 

Jenny Horner – Year 10 Team Leader – Humanities 

Corryn Evans – Year 9 Team – Maths/Science 

Grace Foenander – Administration 

We also welcome back Narelle Morris who will be working  in the General Office on Thursdays and Fridays. 
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Message from our Principal continues…….. 

 

Kurnai College Four Pillars 

  Engagement:    We actively participate in our own learning 

  Excellence:      We do the best that we can do 

  Work Ethic:      We are committed to working hard 

  Relationships:  We value and respect each other 

Year Level Team Leaders 

Churchill Campus has a team structure to support students with their academic and social growth.  The team is led by a 

Team Leader and an Assistant  Team Leader and the staff on the team predominantly teach students in that year level.  If 

you have any questions or concerns please feel free to contact the relevant team leader: 

Year 7 – Celeste Sanderco / Mary Corpone 

Year 8 – Lindy Gumpold / Sarah Cohen 

Year 9 – Robin Fitzpatrick and Glen Stephenson ( Dave Shields is on leave and will resume his Team Leader position in Term 

two.) 

Year 10 – Jenny Horner / Andy Leeson 

Wellbeing Team 

The wellbeing team is made up of Sally Sandy, Tom Kindellan, Selena Gray and Shane McColl. They do an amazing job at 

supporting our teams to support our students.  Students who have wellbeing issues can seek support from our Wellbeing 

Crossing 

It is important for students to use the crossing on Switchback Road as they arrive and leave school.  This is a 40-km zone 

and vehicles are required to stop at the crossing.  There is no guarantee that they will stop at other places along the road.  

The crossing is supervised in the morning prior to school and at the end of the school day. 

College Swimming Sports 

The College Swimming Sports are on Tuesday, 13th February and permission forms will need to be returned by Friday 9th 

February to ensure students can attend. If permission forms are not returned by the due date then your child will not be 

able to attend. 
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Year 7 News ……….   

Celeste Sanderco 

Year 7 Team Leader 

hardy.celeste.n@edumail.vic.gov.au 

A big welcome to all the Year 7 students and families to Kurnai and to the beginning 

of the 2018 school year.  As in previous years, the start of Term 1 has been busy and 

events are fast filling up the diaries.  We are extremely pleased with the way the Year 

7’s have settled in and their enthusiasm to ensure they are finding their classes and 

actively participating in their lessons. 

Year 7 Team 

This year our team includes: Celeste Sanderco (Team Leader), Mary Corponi (Assistant 

Team Leader), Russel White, Erin Gruis, Andrea Flake, Elyse Derricott, Stephanie 

Barfoot, Ran Li and Felix Bao. 

Wellbeing Activity Day 

Thank you to Sally, Selena, Tom and Shane for running the Wellbeing Activities Day on Thursday.  Students began their 

morning with ice breaker activities followed by a scavenger hunt around the school.  After recess students made their way 

over to the Leisure Centre where they participated in dodgeball games including the main event where the teachers ‘let’ the 

students win.  Whilst we were all having fun, Sally and Selena cooked up a storm providing everyone with a hotdog lunch.  

The day ended very productively with students accessing Compass and ensuring they could connect to the campus network.  

It was a great enjoyed day by all involved. 

Swimming Carnival and Athletic Day 

This term Kurnai have both their major sporting events.  These days are College wide events where all three campuses come 

together for a day filled with fun and laughs.  The events include traditional race events and are used as a trial for interschool 

swimming and athletics, but students are not required to participate in these events if they don’t want to.  There are several 

‘fun’ events held throughout the day including tube races, lilo races, costume parades, balloon toss, longest footy kick, 

caterpillar races and more.  It is always a fun filled day and we encourage all Year 7’s to attend.  Students can find their 

House colour on Compass (Red, Yellow, Blue or Green) and we ask that permission forms be signed and returned to the 

office by Friday 9th of February (please note, both Swimming and Athletics days are included on the one form). 

Meet and Greet BBQ 

Wednesday 21st  February we invite all students and families to a Meet 

and Greet BBQ.  This is a friendly opportunity for parents and guardians 

to meet the Year 7 team and put a face to the name of the teachers that 

will be working with your student.  The BBQ dinner will be start at 6pm at 

the Churchill Campus in the Language Centre. 
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Year 8 News ……….   

Lindy Gumpold 

Year 8 Team Leader 

gumpold.galinde.g@edumail.vic.gov.au 

The staff of the Year 8 team would like to welcome all students, parents and friends 

back to the 2018 school year. 

The Team Members  

This year the Year 8 team members are: Lindy Gumpold (Team Leader), Sarah Cohen 

(Assistant Team Leader), Ross Fitzpatrick (Art and Science); Rebecca Lynch (English and 

Humanities); Chris Flake (Woodwork and HOL); and Josh Barrie (Maths and Science). 

Glen Stephenson (Maths and Science) will be leading the Year 9 team, along with 

Robin Fitzpatrick, but will re-join the Year 8 team in term two.  

If you would like to discuss any issues concerning your child or would like to know 

more about the Year 8 program please contact the Year 8 team.  

Form Group 

Form Group, at the start of the school day, is continued to be used for silent reading. It has been a great start by the Year 8 

students as they are arriving in a timely manner for this class and settle into reading quietly. Students are reminded that 

before entering the library that they need to place a tick on the appropriate class roll. Students will need to be reading a 

fiction book or reading an ebook from a tablet during this session rather than using their phones to read.  During this reading 

time the students will also be completing activities from which are based around the Reader’s Notebook. The members of the 

Year 8 team are also hoping to be able to listen to the students reading one-on-one which may help with the students gaining 

confidence in reading.  

Swimming Sports 

The school Swimming Sports will take place on Tuesday 13th  February. This day is a normal school day, except that it is held 

at the swimming pool.  Students will need to be wearing school uniform or PE uniform or their house colours. It would be 

great if the students could wear their house colours so that they can provide a colourful and supportive environment for all 

competitors on the day. All Year 8 students should have received their permission form which contains all of their details. 

This permission form does need to be brought back to school by Friday 9th February. If your child does not have a 

permission form please have them ask the Office staff for a new permission form. 

Year 8 Camp 

The Year 8 Camp to Karoonda Park, Gelantipy, is taking place from Monday 14th May to Friday 18th May, in week 5 of 

Term 2. The camp will provide students with the opportunity to develop leadership skills, build new friendships, challenge 

themselves in numerous situations, see their peers in a different light and step outside their comfort zone.  Permission 

forms will be shortly handed out to students. It is important that if your child is interested in attending the camp they will 

need to return the permission form by Thursday 22nd February to secure a place.  

If you have any questions about this camp, please contact the school and speak to either Lindy Gumpold or Sarah Cohen. 

PBS Coupons 

This year students have the opportunity to exchange their PBS coupons that they receive  

from Kurnai staff when they display a behaviour from the Four Pillars – Relationships, 

Engagement, Excellence, or Work Ethic – for a prize from the display cupboard, which is in 

the Wellbeing Office. When students receive these coupons they need to make sure that 

they place these in the Year 8 box, which is covered in bright pink paper, in the library.  

Each week during Team Time, students will have the opportunity to exchange these 

coupons for a ‘prize’ from the cupboard in the Wellbeing Office. 
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Kurnai College Four Pillars 

  Engagement:    We actively participate in our own learning 

  Excellence:         We do the best that we can do 

  Work Ethic:         We are committed to working hard 

  Relationships:  We value and respect each other 

Year 8 News continued……….  
Cordial Club 

The Cordial Club runs from Monday—Thursday starting at 3:00pm and continues until 4:00pm in the school library. Students 

are provided with a drink and snack, and are supervised by one of our staff. If students have homework or catch up work to 

do it is a good opportunity to access school resources. 

Notes  

Please remember that students do require notes from Parents/Guardians for the following:  

 Out of uniform  

 Not having P.E uniform  

 Being Late to school  

 Needing to leave school  

 Not having the correct equipment  

 Being sick or injured and unable to participate in certain classes. 

Collingwood Football Club Visit 

A number of Year 8 students had the opportunity to participate in a forum with Collingwood AFL players on Tuesday morning. 

The students were able to ask the players questions about how they became AFL players and what type of training do they 

undertake. The students then participated in a skills session with the players. The following comments are from some of the 

Year 8 students who participated on the day. 

The footy clinic was good, today and we got to do fun activities. It was good to meet Collingwood players.   

The footy clinic was superb. It was great for beginners all the way to the more capable football players among the students. It was a 

fun experience for everyone.   Claire 

The football clinic was great, but I would have loved for a longer session, doing the kicking passing and running. Mia 

Year 8 Classes 

The following comments and pictures show what the 

students are currently doing in their rotational subjects. 

Cooking is an amazing subject because it teaches you skills 

you will use in the future. 

Cooking, right now, is the best subject ever! I love it as you 

get to make yummy food each week and you get to make it 

yourself. I also love cooking because you get to eat in class. 

Cooking – Amazing, Fabulous, Awesome, Terrific. I love to 

cook and love this class.  
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Year 9 News ……….   

Glen Stephenson 

Year 9 Team Leader 

stephenson.glen.t@edumail.vic.gov.au 

 

Robin Fitzpatrick 

Year 9 Team Leader 

fitzpatrick.robin.e@edumail.vic.gov.au 

Welcome to the new  year of 2018!  

The first two weeks of term have really seen 

students hit the ground running and getting 

right back into some great learning.  Our 

students have recently reviewed the 

expectations for each of their classes.  

As most of our cohort will reach the age that 

they can gain part-time work, the expectations of 

our Year 9 students at school will continue to 

reflect those of prospective employers and the 

wider community. These expectations include; 

being punctual, wearing the appropriate 

uniform, showing a good work ethic and treating 

others with courtesy and respect.  

Year 9 Team 

The staff of the Year 9 team would like to thank the students for their great start to the year and look forward to having a 

great year full of positive outcomes for all students! 

Glen Stephenson and Robin Fitzpatrick are joint Year 9 Team leaders for Term One. Other members of the Year 9 team are: 

Dave Frendo, Olivia Wall, Corryn Evans, Clifton Kline, Ian Hopkins and Joseph Bonnici. 

Bring a Book 

Quiet reading is continuing for all students of a morning, so they are encouraged to bring a book from home or borrow a 

book from the school library. 

College Swimming Sports 

A permission form for both the Swimming Sports and Athletics Day were handed out earlier this week and need to be 

returned by Friday 9th February. 

Outdoor Education 

Students participating in Outdoor Education were also given a permission form for swimming at the leisure centre as part of 

their preparation for Surf camp. 
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Year 10 News ……….   

Jenny Horner 

Year 10 Team Leader 

horner.jenny.m@edumail.vic.gov.au 

Welcome to Year 10: the year of many opportunities! 

As the new Year 10 Team Leader, I would like to acknowledge the work that Nicole 

Ashton has dedicated to building a Year 10 Program over the past two years which is 

packed with endless opportunities for our students.  I am not only looking forward to 

the opportunities that Kurnai College has to offer myself, but also the numerous 

opportunities that the college has on offer for your child!  Prior to teaching I worked 

tirelessly in the local government sector and set up and managed my own business.  A 

focus for this term is preparing the students for work experience in term 2.  Given my 

industry experience, I know that I, together with the Year 10 and careers staff, will 

confidently guide and support your child through this lengthy process. This is a very 

busy year for our Year 10 students and you will be inundated with lots of information 

and permission forms throughout the year!  Below is an outline of the main activities 

for term 1. 

The term ahead: 

Year 10 Team Building Day (Mirboo North Pool) 

Our Year 10 Team Building Day is on Tuesday 20th February at Mirboo North Swimming Pool.  Students have now received 

their permission forms for this event and need to be returned by WEDNESDAY 14th February.  The cost is $15 which covers 

transport, food, a $5 canteen voucher and entry into the pool.  Students will participate in a range of activities with the aim 

of building a sense of team between the Churchill and Morwell Campus students.   Students who do not attend the day will 

be required to attend school and participate in an alternate learning program. 

Fed Uni Experience 

Students have the chance to attend ‘taster days’ at Federation University. These days give students the opportunity to 

experience aspects of courses that they may be interested in once they have completed their secondary education. There are 

a variety of different days that cover a range of courses.  Interested students have had the opportunity to sign up.  Permission 

forms have been distributed to students.  This form needs to be completed and signed by carers/guardians and returned to 

the Careers office as soon as possible. 



A reminder to call our ABSENCE HOTLINE 5132 3711 preferably before 9am if your child is not going to be at school. 

This will ensure your child’s absence is recorded correctly and you don’t receive a phone call from our office 
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Preparing for Work Experience 

Throughout Term 1, the focus for our weekly team time will be preparing the students for Work Experience in Term 2.  Below 

is the schedule for the next few weeks. 

Year 10 News continued……….  

TERM 1 DATE TOPIC 

Week 2 5/2 CAREER TOOLS 
PERSONALITY QUIZ 
REVIEW CAREER ACTION PLAN 

Week 3 12/2 Work Experience SEARCH 
START LOOKING AT POSSIBLE PLACES FOR WEX 

Week 4 19/2 COMMUNICATION & TELEPHONE SKILLS 

Week 5 26/2 Create a USI (unique student identifier) 
Students will need a photo of their Medicare cards 
Student to complete Safe@Work Certificates 

GENERAL AND INDUSTRY SPECIFIC 

Students will undertake two weeks of work experience from Monday 7th to 18th May. 

For those students who are interested in completing their work experience within the construction or trade industry (any 

trade that requires one to work on a building site) are required to undertake a one day training course to attain their 

Construction Induction card.  Kylie (Careers Officer) has arranged for this course to be undertaken at Churchill Campus for a 

reduced price of $80.  More information will be sent home with those students who are interested in pursuing a career in 

this industry. 

Driving Simulation 

 

 

 

 

 

We are excited to have the SAFETY SENSE simulated learning program return to Kurnai College in mid-March.  This program 

was developed to help young people understand they are NOT "bullet proof" when they get behind the wheel.  By utilising 

simulated learning, the SAFETY SENSE program reveals in a practical manner, how easy it is to have that serious crash as a 

result of "driver error". Our experience has shown there can be a significant "change in attitude" by the driver after 

undertaking the program.  Further details will be available in forthcoming newsletters.  
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Calendar of Excursions / Camps 

Year 7  
Date Excursion Cost Form & Payment  

Due Date  

19-23 Mar China Trip $2500 9/3/18 

    

    

Year 8 
 
 

 

Date Excursion Cost Form & Payment  

Due Date  

19-23 Mar China Trip $2500 9/3/18 

14-18 May Karoonda Camp $480 22/2/18 

    

Year 9 
 

 

Date Excursion Cost Form & Payment  

Due Date  

17-18 Feb China Pre-camp NIL 15/2/18 

20 Feb– 13 Mar Life Savings Skills $42 16/2/18 

14-16 Mar OE Surf Camp $150 6/3/18 

Year 10 
 

 

Date Excursion Cost Form & Payment  

Due Date  

20 Feb Team Building Day $15 16/2/18 

12-21 Sept Central Australia Camp approx.  

    

All Years  
 
 

 

Date Excursion Cost Form & Payment  

Due Date  

13 Feb College Swimming Sports Nil 9/2/18 

22 Mar College Athletics Day NIL 9/2/18 

    



Attendance 

Hotline 

5132 3711 

 
 
 

Excellence 
 
 

‘We  do the best we  
can do’   

 
    

 
 
 

Relationships 
 
 

‘We  value and respect 
each other’   

 
    

Kurnai Pillars 

 
 
 

Work Ethic 
 
 

‘We are committed to 
working hard’   

 
    

 
 
 

Engagement 
 
 

‘We actively participate 
in our own learning’   
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Secondary School vaccinations in 2018 

The Secondary School Vaccine Program offers free vaccines to Year 7 and 10 students. 

These vaccines provide protection against:  

Diphtheria, tetanus and pertussis (whooping cough) – one dose for year 7 students 

Human Papillomavirus (HPV) – two doses for year 7 students 

Meningococcal A,C,W,Y – one dose for year 10 students 

Parents/guardians of year 7 and 10 students should look out for the vaccine consent card 

booklet coming home from school with your child. You need to read the information, 

complete and return the card regardless of whether your child is being vaccinated at school. 

The Latrobe City immunisation service may contact you about the Secondary School Vaccine 

Program. Schools are authorised to provide basic parent/guardian contact details to local 

councils for this purpose. Contact the school by 28 February 2018 if you do not want your 

contact details given to the Latrobe City immunisation service.  

To learn more about the Secondary School Vaccine Program, the vaccines, the diseases they 

protect against, or how you can prepare your child for vaccination, go to 

betterhealth.vic.gov.au 

Additionally, the Commonwealth government is funding vaccinations for all children under 

20 years who missed scheduled vaccines. If students have missed vaccines, either in 

childhood or adolescence, and require catch-up vaccines, they should speak with their 

immunisation provider. (ie. local council or GP). 

School Nurse Update 

 

Using technology responsibly 

Technology is an integral part of life for all of us. As parents, it can sometimes be hard to 

keep up with the constantly evolving new developments in technology that attract children 

and teens. While we may not always be able to keep up with every latest thing, we can 

introduce a framework for our family so that the younger members can develop a healthy 

and safe relationship with technology.  

Here you’ll find our top tips and conversation starters to encourage your teenager to use 

technology responsibly.  

Technology is a part of life. Help your child recognise that it’s a privilege to have this ‘tool’ 

and that they should use it responsibly. That means sticking to the rules you set up for its 

use. 

It’s an important lesson to learn that online material is forever. How does your child want to 

be seen in the world – not just now, but when they’re an adult looking for a job?  

Respect is key. Teach your child not to say or do anything online that could hurt or 

humiliate anyone, just as you would expect them to behave in real life. 

They must only make friends with people they know in real life and should not do anything 

that they know you would be unhappy with, such as forwarding material that would hurt or 

embarrass someone else. 

If they ever receive material that is private, such as personal or explicit photos or videos, 

they should delete them immediately. Failure to do this could have very real consequences. 

This information is available at Reachout.com 

I work Monday, Tuesday and Thursdays across all the campuses of Kurnai.  Students or 

families can organise to see me by talking to their teachers or the welfare team or email 

pearse-clark.sarah.l@edumail.vic.gov.au 



Attendance 
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Relationships 
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AFL EXPO 

On Tuesday 6th February Year 8 and 9 students participated in an AFL expo conducted by 

players from the Collingwood football club. Students had a meet and greet session followed 

by a brief talk about what it’s like to be an athlete, training regimes, the way players are re-

quired to conduct themselves in public, and the importance of education. Students also had 

the opportunity to rub shoulders with players during a clinic focusing on kicking, handballing, 

marking and goal kicking skills.    

This talk was valuable as it helped students understand the impacts of actions and behav-

iour, both positive and negative in the wider community. Students were also able to practise 

refining their football skills with encouragement from elite footballers. 

Thank you to the Collingwood football club, AFL and AFL Gippsland for giving students the 

opportunity to participate in the clinic. 
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Council Elections 

Kurnai College School Council elections will open for nominations on Monday 12th February until Monday 19th February, 

and we encourage parents/carers to consider being involved in this rewarding experience. 

This year there will be two options for Parent Nominations. 

2 – one year vacancies 

3 – two year vacancies 

Nomination forms are available from your Campus Reception. 

Contact your Campus Principal for further information. 
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Whilst Kurnai College  is happy to include Community Announcements in our  newsletters - please understand Kurnai    
College is not involved in the organisations or the running of any  these community events.    
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