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Kurnai College acknowledges the Traditional Owners of the Land on which we live and work, of

the Braiakaulung people of the Gunaikurnai nation and pay our respects to their Elders past,

present and future.
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Welcome back!

Our 2024 academic year has

kicked o� with a mixture of

excitement and nerves as

students settle themselves into

their classes and engage with

their courses after the summer

break. Along with the nearly

150 students coming from our

junior campuses into the

senior campus, we have also

welcomed more than 30

students to the University

campus from other schools.

Although most attended our

Head Start program at the end

of last year, there is still the

initial high energy in �nding

classes, catching up with

friends and meeting new

people. We also have a few

new sta� and it is great to see

across the campus that

everyone seems to be settling

in quickly and focusing on the

learning for the year ahead.

Tuesday’s storm

This week’s severe weather

event has meant extra

challenges for many of our sta�

and students and their families,

and we ask that students

feeling like they need any

support please speak to the

Advocates and we will do what

we can to help. We have

access to showers and

toiletries, can assist with

charging devices, can provide

food during the day if lunch is

needed, and we have people

available for counselling if

anyone wants to discuss how

they are coping. 

College Athletics

The College Athletics is on

February 27 and students are

reminded to have their

permission forms completed

through Compass so they can

attend the day. This is a whole

College event and there will be

no scheduled classes. 

Engagement – one
of our College pillars

Our teaching sta� recently

participated in a professional

learning session with Dr

Nathaniel Swain who

emphasised many e�ective

teaching practices to build

engagement of students with

their learning. As a college we

are always striving to improve

so we can provide a high-

quality learning experience for

all our students. One of the

quotes Dr Swain referred to

was that ‘Learning is not a

Message from our
Campus Principal



19/02/2024, 08:59 Issue 1 PDF Export - iNewsletter

https://newsletters.naavi.com/issue/NvOxpyJ/preview/pdf 3/16

spectator sport’ which

reinforces the importance that

we will do better as a group

and as individuals if there is

greater participation of

everyone in the learning

process. The role for teachers

is to provide the strategies for

participation and active

involvement in the learning for

students. The role for students

at the senior campus is to

attend classes, be prepared to

learn, contribute to and actively

participate in class and

campus activities. By doing

this, students are more likely to

feel connected to school and

enhance their opportunities to

do well. 

Cadet Achievements

Over the Christmas vacation break 424SQN AAFC (Australian Air Force Cadets) sent several

cadets to RAAF Base Williams Point Cook to undertake leadership training programs for

cadet promotion in the areas of JNCO, SNCO, WOFF and CUO courses. All cadets excelled in

these courses but one stood out more then others, Cadet Sergeant Gabrielle Bonnici who

not only successfully completed the Cadet Warrant O�cers course but was all also

recognised for her outstanding achievement whilst on course. Gabrielle was presented a

Gold Commendation from Wing Commander Walker 4WG AAFC, Gabrielle has been a cadet

since 2020 and worked her way up through the rank structure to successfully achieve the

rank of CWOF and being only the third cadet to achieve this in 27 years of 424SQN operation

and the �rst female also. Sta� and cadets are very proud of this achievement and wish

Gabrielle well in her new role within 424SQN.

Year 11 & 12 News 
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Year 12 English ACMI Excursion

 

On Tuesday, the 6th of February, the Year 12 English and EAL students participated in an

excursion to ACMI to view and attend a lecture on the �lm ‘Sunset Boulevard’. This �lm is

being studied in Unit 3 English and EAL and students are currently studying and analysing

the text. 

 

The students had an early departure from the University campus in order to be at Federation

Square by 10.00 am. All of the students were here on time, but an incident on the M1 delayed

our arrival at ACMI by 15 minutes. The ACMI sta� were accommodating with our slightly late

arrival and made sure we were all ready for the �lm.  All of the students commented on how

awesome the cinema was and that they really enjoyed the experience of viewing the movie

on a large screen in a proper cinema.

 

After the �lm, the students were involved in an hour lecture on ‘Sunset Boulevard’ and the

ideas and values presented in the �lm. The opportunity to hear a lecture from the sta� at
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ACMI gave the students di�erent insights into the world of ‘Sunset Boulevard’.

 

The students thoroughly enjoyed the opportunity to travel to Melbourne to participate in this

event.

 

 

 

ADF Visit

Kurnai College had the incredible privilege of hosting the Australian Defence Force. Our

students from Years 9-12 were treated to an enlightening session where they gained

invaluable insights into the myriad of career opportunities within the defence force. From

aviation to engineering, logistics to healthcare, the ADF provided a comprehensive overview

that left us all inspired and eager to explore further.
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School Council Elections

As we embark on another academic year, we are calling on current parents and students

who are passionate about education, community involvement, and making a positive impact

on our school to consider nominating themselves to the School Council.

You do not need any special experience to be on council, each member brings their own

valuable skills and knowledge to the role.  However, it is important to have an interest in our

school and the desire to work in partnership to help shape our school's future.

 

Notice of Election and Call for Nominations 

 

An election is to be conducted for members of the School Council of Kurnai College.

 

Nominations open on Wednesday, 21 February with nomination forms available from each

campus o�ce and must be lodged by 4.00 pm on Wednesday, 28 February 2024.

 

The ballot will close at 4.00 pm on Tuesday, 15 March, 2024.

 

College News 
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Following the closing of nominations, a list of the nominations received will be posted at the

school. The terms of o�ce, membership categories and number of positions in each

membership category open for election are as follows:

 

Membership

category 

Term of o�ce  Number of

positions 

Parent member  From the day after the date of the declaration of the poll

in 2024 to and inclusive of the date of the declaration of

the poll in 2026

 

 

                 3

DET employee

member 

From the day after the date of the declaration of the poll

in 2024 to and inclusive of the date of the declaration of

the poll in 2026

 

 

 

                 2

Student member  From the day after the date of the declaration of the poll

in 2024 to and inclusive of the date of the declaration of

the poll in 2025

 

 

 

                 2

 

 

If the number of nominations is less than the number of vacancies, a notice to that e�ect and

calling for further nominations will be posted in a prominent position at the school. 

 

ELECTION PROCESS AND TIMETABLE

a) Notice of election and call for nominations Wednesday, 21 February,

2024

b) Closing date for nominations Wednesday, 28 February,

2024

c) Date by which the list of candidates and nominators will be

posted

 

Thursday, 7 March, 2024

d) Date by which ballot papers will be prepared and distributed  

On or before 

Monday 11 March, 2024

e) Close of ballot Tuesday, 15 March, 2024

f) Vote count Wednesday, 16 March,

2024
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g) Declaration of poll Wednesday, 16 March,

2024

h) Special council meeting to coopt Community members (the

principal will preside)

 

 

 

Tuesday, 19 March, 2024

i) First council meeting to elect o�ce bearers (the principal will

preside)

 

 

Tuesday, 19 March, 2024

Annual privacy reminder for our school community

Our school collects and uses student and parent personal information for standard school

functions or where permitted by law, as stated in the Schools’ Privacy Policy and the Schools’

Privacy Collection Notice.

 

Our Privacy Policy describes how we collect and use photographs, video and recordings of

students. The policy also explains when parent consent is required and how it can be

provided and withdrawn. We ask parents to also review the guidance we provide on how we

use Microsoft 365 safely at the school and what parents can do to further protect their

child’s information. If after reviewing the guidance, you have any questions or concerns

regarding your child using Microsoft 365, please contact the school. 

 

For more information about privacy, refer to: Schools’ Privacy Policy — information for

parents. This information is also available in ten community languages:

* Amharic

* Arabic

* Dari

* Gujarati

* Mandarin

* Somali

* Sudanese

* Turkish

* Urdu

* Vietnamese

https://kurnai.co/sites/default/files/policies/Privacy%20Policy%20V5_0.pdf
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Key Dates

Term 1, 2024  

Tuesday, 30 Jan                                           Students return to school                       

Wednesday, 21 Feb College Council Nominations Open

Monday, 26 Feb       School Photos      

Tuesday, 27 Feb College Athletics

College Key Contacts

For a full list of College wide key contacts please go to:

Calendar of Events
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2024 Student Booklist

VCE Books for Sale Second Hand for 2023-2024

Sustainable School Shop

General Information 

Books for sale second hand 2023-24.docx

https://media.naavi.com/macaroni/im-13c4835d-99bd-4402-a6f5-ba51b1138eaf.docx?deg=auto
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Code Red Fire Danger

A reminder to all families, that on days of

Code Red in the West & South Gippsland

Fire Zone, all campuses will be closed.

This is a change to previous years, and we

ask families to be aware of this in

preparation.
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Kurnai College University and Churchill Junior Campuses
are on the Bush�re At-Risk Register and the Category 4 list.

 

School preparations for the bush�re season

Each year, to prepare for bush�res and grass�res, schools and early childhood services

complete a range of activities. 

The Department of Education runs an annual �re risk assessment of schools and early

childhood services. They are allocated a category of risk (categories 0 to 4) and are

published on the Bush�re At-Risk Register (BARR). 

All schools and early childhood services listed on the BARR and Category 4 list will also

close when a Catastrophic �re danger rating day is forecast in their �re weather district. 

When the Bureau of Meteorology provides public �re danger rating forecasts or �re weather

warnings, they use �re weather district areas. In Victoria, there are 9 �re weather districts,

which are based on Local Government Area boundaries. Our school is in the 

West and South Gippsland.

As part of preparing our school for the �re season, we have updated and completed our

Emergency Management Plan our sta� continue to maintain our grounds.

 

What does this mean for our school?

Our school has been identi�ed as being at risk of bush�re or grass�re and is a Category 4 at

our Churchill Campuses only.

Our school will close on a day forecasted as Catastrophic �re danger rating West and South

Gippsland �re district. 

 

What is the department’s policy?

The department’s Bush�re and Grass�re Preparedness Policy requires all schools and early

childhood services on the BARR and the Category 4 list to close when a Catastrophic �re

danger rating day is forecast in their �re weather district. All school bus routes which travel

in or through a district with Catastrophic �re danger must also be cancelled. 

 

When will our school be closed due to Catastrophic �re danger?

Our school will close on a day forecasted as Catastrophic �re danger rating in West and

South Gippsland �re district. 

Closure of the school due to a forecast Catastrophic day will be con�rmed on the day prior

and we will provide you with advice before the end of the school day. Any information

regarding 

 

School preparations for the bush�re season

https://www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/bushfire-and-grassfire-preparedness/policy
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Community News
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If you wish to promote your sporting club,

community group or non-for-pro�t organisation in

our school newsletter please email

kurnai.co@education.vic.gov.au 

mailto:kurnai.co@education.vic.gov.au

