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KEY DATES 

Aug 8 YEAR 12 VCE ONLY - Parent Teacher Conversations 
3.30pm - 7.00pm, Bookings now available on Compass 

Sept 19 Parent Teacher Conversations - ALL VCAL Students & Years 10 & 
11 VCE. 3.30pm - 7.00pm.  
Bookings available on Compass at a later date 

Sept 20  Parent Teacher Conversations - ALL VCAL Students & Years 10 & 
11 VCE. 10.00am - 1.00pm.  
Bookings on Compass at a later date 

Sept 20  Year 12 VCE English/EAL/Eng Lang Practice Exams  
9.00am - 12.15pm 

Sept 20 Last Day of Term 3 

30 Oct -  20 Nov VCE Exams 

21 - 27 Nov Year 11 Exams 

22 Nov Year 12 Graduation Dinner 

2 - 13 Dec Head Start 

To get the latest news join   
www.facebook.com/ 

kurnaicollege 

Hello Everyone. 

We’re fast getting to the pointy end of the year with the Parent Teacher Conversations happening next Thursday between 3.30 
pm and 7.00 pm for Year 12 VCE classes. The session for all Year 11s and Year 12 VCAL will  happen at the end of term as   
usual. The Year 12 VCE session is brought forward so teachers and parents can share information and support students over 
the last few months of their secondary schooling. This will help them to successfully complete their subjects and prepare for 
the exams. I strongly urge all Year 12 VCE parents to book times to meet with the teachers. 

On the subject of preparation, a number of Year 11 students have spoken to me recently about how hard they have found the 
shift from Year 10. The increased workload, especially outside of school hours, is something that they hadn’t really expected 
and find difficult to deal with. Period 5 on Wednesday Mick Eastham runs sessions that help students to learn how to organise 
their time and develop strategies to complete homework and use time to study effectively. And yes, homework and study are 
different.  Year 11 students at school on Wednesday are free period 5 so if you know your student is struggling encourage 
them to contact Mick and attend these sessions. 

We are having problems with the number of students who are not bringing their devices to school. This is putting pressure on 
the availability of laptops that the library has to loan. Please encourage your student to bring their device every day. 

 

Geoff  
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Biology Excursion 

On Monday the 22nd of July students from the Senior VCE Biology classes attended an excursion for the day at AgriBio at La 

Trobe University Melbourne. AgriBio is a leading Agricultural Research Institute that is funded by the Victorian government, 

mainly focusing on improving local farming industry through genetic engineering practices.  

Throughout the day students engaged in activities that will expand their understanding of DNA manipulation techniques and 
how they may be applied in various industries in Victoria. 

Snow Camp 2019 
During the second week of the winter school holidays, 16 students from the University Campus enjoyed 6 days of thrilling   
alpine skiing and snowboarding. The students endured the 5-hour bus drive up the Omeo alpine road to Mt Hotham Alpine 
resort.  

The week started off with all students picking up their chosen snow sports equipment from the rental centre and jumping feet 
first into a snow sports lesson. After the snow sports lesson, the students enjoying dinner at the warm open fire light ski lodge 
located at the Devonport access. The following morning students had their second snow sports lesson where they met their 
instructor that they would have each day for the remainder of their stay at Hotham, students were assessed by their            
instructors and placed in groups by their ability.  

As the week progressed, all the students developed and improved their skiing and snowboarding skills on the wide green runs 
and the steeper blue and black runs, while enduring the blizzard conditions. Not before long it was time to return home to the 
Latrobe Valley after a very successful week of snow adventures.  

Everyone who attended enjoyed their week in the snow, which was complemented by fresh snow falls, hearty cooked meals 
and wonderful company.  

Thanks to the students for behaving impeccably throughout the trip and also to the staff that supported the trip. Thank you to 
Mr Matt Woodhouse and Mrs Laurel Kane who kindly gave up six days of their winter break, to attend what was a fabulous Mt 
Hotham Snow Camp.  

We look forward to 2020’s fun filled snow adventure!  
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Congratulations to our Positive Behaviour Support  Recipients 

Relationships 
 

Kirsty Nemet 

Joshua Rodda 

Paula Hendrikse 

James Solomon 

Caleb Riddle 

Jed Maguire 

Cameron Angelo 

Maddison Donnelly 

Blair Motta 

Joshua Bloomfield 

 

 

 

 

 

Engagement 
 

Tara Cross 

 

 

 

Excellence 
 

Tahlia Davenport 

Cole Lovett 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Work Ethic 
 

Bethany Blakeley 

Bridget Cain 

Hussein Eliaser 

Caitlin MacFarlane 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

WE WANT OUR PARENTS TO TELL US WHAT THEY THINK!  
Our school is conducting a survey to find out what parents think of our school. The Parent Opinion Survey is an annual survey 
offered by the Department of Education and Training that is conducted amongst a sample of randomly selected parents. It is 
designed to assist schools in gaining an understanding of parents’ perceptions of school climate, student behaviour and student 
engagement. Our school will use the survey results to help inform and direct future school planning and improvement          
strategies.  
 
Approximately 30 per cent of parents will be invited to participate in this year’s 
survey. All responses to the survey are anonymous. This year the Parent       
Opinion Survey will be conducted from Monday 22nd July to Sunday 11th August 
2019. 

The survey will be conducted online, only takes 10-15 minutes to complete, and 
can be accessed at any convenient time within the fieldwork period on desktop 
computers, laptops, tablets or smartphones. The online survey will be available 
in a range of languages other than English. These include: Arabic, Vietnamese,  
Mandarin, Chin (hakha), Hindi, Japanese, Somali, Turkish, Punjabi and Greek. 
 
The survey results will be reported back to the school at the end of September.  
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 All Years                

             

Excursion Date Excursion Cost Form & Payment 
Due 

Every Wednesday Precal Work Placement $0 CLOSED 

7, 14 & 21 Aug Pool Lifegaurd $0 CLOSED 

August - Every 
Thursday & Friday 

Year 10 VCAL Swimming $0 CLOSED 

6 Aug Model United Nations $0 5 Aug 

7 Aug Theatre Studies Exam Preparation $0 5 Aug 

14 - 16 Aug Licola Wilderness Camp $0 9 Aug 

16 Aug Wellington Athletics $0 14 Aug 

21 & 23 Aug Primary School Tour (Music) $0 19 Aug 

28 Aug 
18 Oct 

AIME Program $0 CLOSED 

9 - 13 Sept Tasmania Camp - Year 10s $250 deposit  
$350 payment 
$330 Final Payment 
 

Now Overdue 
Now Overdue 
Now Overdue 

Calendar of Excursions / Camps 

Attendance Is Important 

With the start of the new semester it’s a good time to look at the progress made across the college in the area of attendance. 
Lots of work has gone into constantly pushing the need for students to attend everyday to get the most out of their valuable 
class time. Speaking to many students at all campuses, all report that they are hearing the message from most of their      
teachers a lot more than in the past. We  are experiencing far more communication from home to explain absences than in 
the past and we are able to better record absences according to their reasons than ever before due to staff PD in this area.  

We certainly hope that with continued parent/guardian support attendance will continue to improve at Kurnai College because 
there is no valid reason to miss school unless you are really sick or have serious family events. 

Please encourage your student to attend every day because IT’S NOT OK TO BE AWAY. 
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Holiday Exam Timetable 

Term 3 Practice Exams 

At Kurnai College we want to make sure that every student achieves 
their full potential so they feel prepared to leave us at the end of the 
year ready to take on every opportunity that is provided to them. In 
order to help achieve this, practice examinations will take place   
during the Term 3 holidays to ensure that students know what to 
expect for their final exams at the end of the year. All students who 
are completing a Unit 3 and 4 subject this year are expected to  
attend their practice examinations during this holiday period where 
they will be provided with the experience of undertaking exams in 
similar conditions to the V.C.A.A Exams at the end of October. Once 
these exams are completed students will receive detailed feedback 
on their results as well as areas to improve upon. This will help your 
child to develop a revision plan as well as provide further              
development of skills ready for their final exam.  

 

Thursday 26th  
September 

Friday 27th  
September 

LEC2/3 
9:00-11:15 
Sociology 

LEC1 
9:00-
10:45 
Studio Art 
 
  

Catch up 
  

  

LEC2/3 
12:00-2:15 
Legal Studies 
  
Media 

LEC1 
12:00-
1:15 
Specialist 
Maths Ex  
1 
 

Catch up   

LEC2/3 
3:00-4:45 
Further 
Maths 1 

LEC1 
3:00-5:15  
Maths 
Methods 
2 
  

Catch Up   

Friday 20th  
September 

Monday 23rd September Tuesday 24th September Wednesday 25th  
September 

University Audi-
torium 
English 
  
English (EAL) 
  
English           
Language 
  
Literature 

LEC2/3 
9:00am – 
11:45am 
Psychology 
  
Physics 

LEC1 
9:00am-
10:45am 
Product 
Design and 
Technology 
  
Art 

LEC2/3 
9:00am-
11:45am 
Biology 

  LEC2/3 
9:00-11:45 
Chemistry 

LEC1 
9:00-11:15 
Computers: 
Software     
Development 
  
Business    
Management 

  LEC1 
1:00-3:15pm 
Chinese 

LEC1 
1:00-2:45 
  
Music 

LEC2/3 
1:00-3:15 
Accounting 
  
History 

LEC1 
1:00-2:45 
Systems 
Engineer-
ing 
  
VET Health 

LEC2/3 
1:00-2:45 
Food Stud-
ies 
Visual 
Communi-
cation 
  
VET Sport 
and       
Recreation 
  

LEC1 
1:00-3:15pm 
P.E 
  

      LEC2/3 
3:30-5:45 
Health And 
Human       
Development 
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Careers News 

Year 12 VCE Subject Selections for 2020 
All Year 11 VCE students will be choosing their Year 12 subjects for 2020 next week. 
Students are encouraged to speak to your teachers, parents and other relevant people so that you are prepared and informed.  
The careers team will meet with you next week in one of your English classes to assist you with this process. 
Please see Kylie or Cherie in Careers if you have any questions.  Or call us on (03) 5132 3831. 
 

VTAC and the application process 
VTAC is the body that coordinates tertiary (University) applications for undergraduate degrees and some TAFE courses.  VTAC 
also manages the scholarship application process and special consideration through the SEAS (special entry access scheme). 
Applications for University for 2020 open through VTAC on August 5, 2019. 

The Careers team will arrange information and registration sessions with all Year 12 students in the upcoming weeks.  Students 
have until the 30th of September to get their timely applications in. 

These sessions will cover the application process for courses, scholarships and SEAS.  How to use CourseSearch and do course 
research. 
If you are interested in learning more about coursesearch, and undertaking some research prior to VTAC opening, please see 
the link below: 
 

For all VCE Students 
Inside Monash Seminars 
When: Running until August.  
To view the faculties and seminar dates visit: https://www.monash.edu/inside-monash 
 
Monash Information Evenings 
When: Running until September. 
at various locations across Victoria. Visit: https://www.monash.edu/information-evenings  
 
For all VCE Students: 
 
Important VCAT Course Deadlines - 2019 
Here are VCAT deadlines for your diary: 
Applications for courses commencing in 2020:  
Open – Monday 5th August at 9am. 
Close – Monday 30th September at 5pm. 
 
SEAS Applications  
Open - Monday 5th August. 
Scholarship Applications  
Open – Monday 5th August. 
 

News & Updates 
We hope you had an enjoyable and restful mid-year break and wish you all the best for a productive Term 3.  
You will notice that the open day schedule has been included in the last few newsletters to ensure you are aware of your      
preferred institution’s up and coming open days.  
These events are a fantastic opportunity for students to get a feel for the culture, resources, staff, societies and courses 
offered.   
To help make your tours less overwhelming, it is recommended that you have an plan of what you intend to see, do and      
explore on campus. Here are a few tips to get started! 
1. Firstly, if you haven’t already, research your areas of interest and the courses available (including entry requirements) to 

create your open day shortlist. (Visit: https://www.vtac.edu.au) 
2. Register for each day you wish to attend. This will ensure you are aware of when all information sessions are being held 

and that you will be updated of any changes beforehand. 
3. Get an ‘Open Day Guide’ from the institution’s website before you attend their open day.  
4. Plan your day. Allow sufficient time for your visit, two hours or so is advisable to explore the campus and talk with      

current students. 
5. Tour nearby accommodation if you are planning to move closer to campus.   
6. Finally when you’re finished, review your options! 
 

https://www.vtac.edu.au
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Careers News Contd.. 
UPCOMING OPEN DAYS 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

                      INSTITUTION DATE TIME CONTACT DETAILS 
Australian Catholic University 
Melbourne Campus 
Ballarat Campus 

  
Sun 11 Aug 
Sun 25 Aug 

  
10am – 3pm 
10am – 2pm 

1300 ASK ACU 
Email: https://www.acu.edu.au/student-life/
experience-uni-before-you-start/open-day 

Box Hill Institute of TAFE  
Box Hill Campus 
Lilydale Campus 

  
Sun 25 Aug 
Sun 15 Sep 

  
10am – 3pm 
10am – 3pm 

1300 269 445 
www.boxhill.edu.au/openday 

Chisholm Institute 
Dandenong 

  
Mon 16 Dec 

  
5pm - 7pm 

1300 244 746 
https://www.chisholm.edu.au/open 

Deakin College 
Geelong Campus (Waurn Ponds 
& Waterfront) 
Melbourne (Burwood) Campus 
Deakin University 
Geelong Campus (Waurn Ponds 
& Waterfront) 
Melbourne Burwood 
Warnambool 

  
Sun 18 Aug 
Sun 25 Aug 
  
Sun 18 Aug 
Sun 25 Aug 
Sun 4 Aug 

  
9am – 3pm 
9am – 3pm 
  
9am – 3pm 
9am – 3pm 
10am – 2pm 

  
1800 334 733 
http://openday.deakin.edu.au/ 

Federation University of Australia   
  

  1800 333 864 https://federation.edu.au/
openday 

JMC Academy Sat 24 Aug  1300 410 311      
https://www.jmcacademy.edu.au/events/open-
days 

La Trobe College 
Melbourne (Bundoora) 
La Trobe University 
Shepparton Campus 
Melbourne (Bundoora) Campus 
Albury-Wodonga 
Mildura Campus 
Bendigo Campus 

  
Sun 4 Aug 
  
Fri 2 Aug 
Sun 4 Aug 
Sun 18 Aug 
Sun 14 Aug 
Sun 25 Aug 

  
  
  
3pm - 7pm 
10am - 4pm 
10am - 2pm 
4pm - 7pm 
10am - 3pm 

1300 135 045 
https://www.latrobecollegeaustralia.edu.au/ 
  
https://www.latrobe.edu.au/openday 

Macleay College (Collins Street 
Melb) 

Sun 11th Aug 9.30am –1pm https://www.macleay.edu.au/openday-
melbourne 

Melbourne Polytechnic 
Preston Campus 

 
Sun 18 Aug 

  
10am – 3pm 

9269 1200 
https://www.melbournepolytechnic.edu.au/
open-day 

MIT (Melbourne Institute of   
Technology) 

Sat 17th Aug 10am – 2pm http://mit.edu.au/open-day 

Monash University 
Peninsula Campus 
Clayton & Caulfield Campuses 
Parkville Campus 

  
Sat 3 Aug 
Sun 4 Aug 
Sun 18 Aug 

  
10am – 3pm 
10am – 4pm 
10am – 3pm 

1800 666 274 
https://www.monash.edu/open-day  

RMIT 
Bundoora 
City & Brunswick Campuses 

  
Sun 4 Aug 
Sun 11 Aug 

  
10am – 4pm 
10am – 4pm 

9925 2260 
https://openday.rmit.edu.au/ 

Swinburne University 
Hawthorn 

  
Sun 28 July 

  
10am – 4pm 

1300 SWINBURNE 
https://www.swinburne.edu.au/ 

University of Melbourne 
Parkville 
Dookie 
Werribee 

  
Sun 18 Aug 
Sun 22 Sep 
Sun 20 Oct 

  
10am – 4pm 
10am – 4pm 
10am – 4pm 

1800 801 662 
https://openday.unimelb.edu.au/ 

Victoria University   
  

  
  

1300 171 755 https://openday.vu.edu.au/ 

William Angliss Institute of TAFE 
(City) 

Sat 3 Aug 10am – 3pm 1300 ANGLISS 
http://www.angliss.edu.au 

SAE Creative Media Institute Sun 11 Aug 10am – 2pm https://sae.edu.au/news-and-events/events 
Collarts Sat 31st Aug 10am – 3pm https://www.collarts.edu.au/open-day 

https://www.acu.edu.au/student-life/experience-uni-before-you-start/open-day
https://www.acu.edu.au/student-life/experience-uni-before-you-start/open-day
http://www.boxhill.edu.au/openday
https://www.chisholm.edu.au/open
http://openday.deakin.edu.au/
https://federation.edu.au/openday
https://federation.edu.au/openday
https://www.jmcacademy.edu.au/events/open-days
https://www.jmcacademy.edu.au/events/open-days
https://www.latrobecollegeaustralia.edu.au/
https://www.latrobe.edu.au/openday
https://www.macleay.edu.au/openday-melbourne
https://www.macleay.edu.au/openday-melbourne
https://www.melbournepolytechnic.edu.au/open-day
https://www.melbournepolytechnic.edu.au/open-day
http://mit.edu.au/open-day
https://www.monash.edu/open-day
https://openday.rmit.edu.au/
https://www.swinburne.edu.au/
https://openday.unimelb.edu.au/
https://openday.vu.edu.au/
http://www.angliss.edu.au
https://sae.edu.au/news-and-events/events
https://www.collarts.edu.au/open-day
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Careers News Contd.. 

If you’re short on time during your open day visits, prioritise the parts of campus and the buildings or facilities you’ll be most 
likely to use. 
Also consider a rural campus,  ATAR’s are often lower at rural campuses and they can offer other advantages (eg smaller      
classes).  
Goodluck and have fun! 

 

ACU Update 
Community Achiever’s Program (CAP)  
ACU has just announced their minimum ATAR requirements for 2020 entry for their Community Achiever Program (CAP). 
The Community Achiever Program (CAP), formerly named the Early Achievers’ Program (EAP), offers future students who are 
active in their community, early entry to their undergraduate course of choice. It also provides opportunities to enhance       
leadership and volunteering skills. 
If you’re successful in applying for the CAP, you could receive an offer to study at ACU as early as August!  
To learn more, visit: https://www.acu.edu.au/study-at-acu/admission-pathways/i-volunteer-regularly 

 

Deakin University Update 
Faculty of Health – Information Sessions in July 
Health Sciences Course Information Session 
When: 31st July, 6:00 pm – 7:30 pm 
Where: Waterfront Campus  
Register here:  
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/deakin-health-sciences-course-information-session-registration-56077015864  

  
Deakin Nursing and Midwifery Course Information Session 
When: Wed 7th August, 6:00 pm – 7:30 pm 
Where: Warnambool campus 
Register here: 
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/deakin-nursing-and-midwifery-course-information-session-registration-56078443133  

 

Macleay College Update 
New course – Diploma of Digital and Social Media Marketing 
Macleay College has campuses in Melbourne and Sydney and offer courses in; Advertising and Digital Media, Business,          
Marketing, Journalism and Accounting. They are now adding a fully accredited 8-unit course in Digital and Social Media          
Marketing to their list which runs over 7 months. This course is designed to take students from beginner to expert in this      
rapidly evolving digital industry.  
If this is of interest to you please contact jforde@macleay.edu.au or 0475 754 090. 

 

Swinburne Update 
New course – Bachelor of Laws/Bachelor of Criminal Justice and Criminology 
This double degree is ideal for those who want to specialise in criminal prosecution, criminal defence or government policy   
development. To find out more, visit and/or enquire further at Swinburne’s open day. 
https://www.swinburne.edu.au/study/course/Bachelor-of-Laws-Bachelor-of-Criminal-Justice-and-Criminology/?c=noread  

 

University of Melbourne Update 
‘Cyber Security’ study options at UOM 
The cyber security courses offered at UOM have been approved by and partnered with the Federal Government. This           
partnership ensures that UOM is actively informed about the future of cybersecurity in Australia. 
There are two areas students can pursue after completion of their undergraduate degree, the technical world with the Master 
of Information Technology (MIT) or focus on business, policy and governance with the Master of Information Systems (MIS). 
To read more on these specialist areas follow the following links: 
MIT -https://study.unimelb.edu.au/find/courses/graduate/master-of-information-technology/  
MIS – https://study.unimelb.edu.au/find/courses/graduate/master-of-information-systems/  

 

 

https://www.acu.edu.au/study-at-acu/admission-pathways/i-volunteer-regularly
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/deakin-health-sciences-course-information-session-registration-56077015864
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/deakin-nursing-and-midwifery-course-information-session-registration-56078443133
mailto:jforde@macleay.edu.au
https://www.swinburne.edu.au/study/course/Bachelor-of-Laws-Bachelor-of-Criminal-Justice-and-Criminology/?c=noread
https://study.unimelb.edu.au/find/courses/graduate/master-of-information-technology/
https://study.unimelb.edu.au/find/courses/graduate/master-of-information-systems/
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What support is available for families to purchase a      
device through Centrelink? 

Drop into any Kurnai College office and collect a Centrepay form to fill out your personal details and payment options and return 
to the office with notification of wanted device. Recommendations are below, prices can be viewed within the provided website 
links or you can bring in your own quote of a device that meets the minimum specs required: 

 

GENERAL SPECIFICATIONS REQUIRED: 

 

   

For General Purpose usage 

Lenovo ThinkPad 11E 5th Gen 

11.6 Screen 

4GB RAM 

128GB eMMC  

Windows 10 Pro  

3 Year Onsite (at the School) Warranty Covers parts, technician visits and battery 

 

For Students pursuing Media, IT and Arts  

Lenovo ThinkPad L380 Yoga 

13.3” Screen 

8GB RAM 

256GB SATA III SSD 

Windows 10 Home 

3 Year Onsite (at the School) Warranty Covers parts, technician visits and battery 

 

The School Locker 

https://theschoollocker.com.au/schools/kurnai-college/technology 

 

JB Hi-Fi Education 

https://www.jbeducation.com.au/byod/          (School Code: KC2019)         

 
Kurnai College will then sort out the purchasing of the device and warranty and notify you when your device is ready for pick up 
at the School. 

Wireless Devices supporting dual band wireless 802.11 n/ac 

Battery At least 8 hours 

Screen Size A screen size of at least 10 inches 

(14 inches if in Art/Media electives) 

Hard Drive At least 128 GB SSD 

(256GB if in Art/Media electives) 

https://theschoollocker.com.au/schools/kurnai-college/technology
https://www.jbeducation.com.au/byod/
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Excellence 
 
 

‘We  do the best we  
can do’   

 
    

 
 
 

Relationships 
 
 

‘We  value and respect 
each other’   

 
    

Kurnai Pillars 

 
 
 

Work Ethic 
 
 

‘We are committed to 
working hard’   

 
    

 
 
 

Engagement 
 
 

‘We actively participate 
in our own learning’   
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