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KEY DATES 

THU 13 Feb COLLEGE SWIMMING SPORTS 

 TUE 3 Mar COLLEGE ATHLETICS DAY 

MON 11 Mar LABOUR DAY PUBLIC HOLIDAY - SCHOOL CLOSED 

FRI 27 Mar END TERM 1 

Hello Everyone. 

Welcome to 2020. It has been a full week now and already students are asking me when the 

first term holidays will be starting. 2019 finished on a high with good results for our Year 12 

VCE students and positive outcomes for our VCAL students with most gaining entry into 

employment, apprenticeships or further training at TAFE. 

2020 has begun smoothly thanks to the efforts of students and staff. The concerns that the 

new phone policy would cause difficulties have been unfounded with the vast majority of 

students staying off their phones during the school day. Not one phone has been confiscated 

during a class and only a small number have been taken during lunchtime or recess. I’m not 

saying that all students are happy with the policy, but certainly when you walk around the 

campus, I can see that students are less distracted in classes without their phones. 

There is only one new staff member at the University Campus in 2020 with Di Zomer being 

replaced by Stacey Miller as the supervisor of the Study Hall. I’d like to thank Di for her work in 

the last few years and welcome Stacey to Kurnai. 

The mention of study hall has reminded me, please encourage your student to make use of the 

study sessions that are available on Tuesday and Thursday after school. Chips on Tuesday, 

pizza on Thursday and teachers and tutors on both days to give students any extra help they 

need. 

If parents have questions or concerns about what is happening here this year please don ’t 

hesitate to contact me at school on 5132 3800. Happy to be told if you think we are doing 

something well too J 
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Kurnai College Four Pillars 

  Engagement:    We actively participate in our own learning 

  Excellence:         We do the best that we can do 

  Work Ethic:         We are committed to working hard 

  Relationships:  We value and respect each other 

SWIMMING CARNIVAL  

This term Kurnai College will be hosting the School 

Swimming Carnival on Thursday 13 February. This is a 

College wide events where all three campuses come 

together for a day filled with fun and laughs. The events 

include traditional race events and are used as a trial for 

interschool swimming, but students are not required to 

swim if they don’t want to. There are several ‘fun’ events 

held throughout the day including tube races, lilo races, 

costume parades, and more. It is always a fun filled day and 

we encourage all students to attend and dress in their 

house  colours.  Students can find their House colour on 

Compass (Red, Yellow, Blue or Green). Consent must be 

provided by parents via Compass.  Parents are required to 

provide consent by Monday 10th February.  

SCHOOL PHOTOS 

School photos were taken on the morning of Tuesday 4th February. 
Students were required to bring back their photo form with correct 
payment on the day, to give to the photographer.   If your child did not  
hand in a form, orders can still be made online with the unique School ID 
code that can be found on the order form. Spare forms are available at the 
General Office. ORDERS: www.theschool.photographer.com.au 

                  
          
Excursion Date Excursion Cost Form & Payment 

Due 

11 Feb WELLINGTON CRICKET NIL 11/2/2020 

12 Feb - 24 Jun VCAL YEAR 10 WORK PLACEMENT NIL 10/2/2020 

13 Feb COLLEGE SWIMMING SPORTS NIL 10/2/2020 

19 Feb SPORT & REC PLACEMENT NIL 14/2/2020 

5 Mar SUPREME COURT $20 3/3/2020 

Calendar of Excursions / Camps 
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Attention ALL 2020 Year 11 and 12 students 
Would you like to attend the Mt Hotham Camp in 2020?  

Mt Hotham is a well-known ski resort approximately 4-5 hours drive from Churchill via Omeo. The main 
activities undertaken on the camp will be downhill skiing and/or snowboarding.  

The camp will run from Sunday 5th July to Friday 10th July. Students will be staying at a Ski Lodge located at 
the top of the mountain. The total cost of the camp will be approximately $1650.00 which includes: 

 Resort entries 
 Accommodation 
 All meals 
 Lift pass 
 Lessons daily 
 Night skiing on Wednesday evening 
 Ski/Snowboard Hire including carve skis, boots and poles or board and boots 
 Transport to and from Mount Hotham 
 Hotham hoodie jumper 

 
Students will need to pay a deposit of $300 if they would like to secure a position for the camp by 
24/2/2020.  We have organised a payment plan in an effort to give families the opportunity to finalise the 
full payment by 2.00pm on Friday 26th June 2020. While we understand this is an expensive camp we 
strongly believe that this is the most economical way of giving students the opportunity to participate in 
Alpine Snow sports. All students who participate in this camp will come home exhausted and thoroughly 
satisfied with their experiences, bubbling with stories of the thrills and spills they encountered.  

In order for this camp to proceed we require a minimum of 16 students to attend and will cap the 
attendance at 18 students.  In the event of us not receiving enough interest, we will have to cancel this 
camp and, in this instance only, your deposit will be refunded. 

Students are expected to have a good behaviour history and an average or above average fitness level. 
Parents will be notified if their child is in danger of losing their invitation to camp due to poor behaviour 
at school. These decisions will be made by the Principal, in consultation with the advocate team and 
Camp Coordinator.  
 
Additional information will be provided to your child as time gets closer to ensure your child is properly 
equipped for the camp. Their safety and comfort will depend on this. If students don’t have the required 
equipment they may be able to borrow a snow jacket and pants or alternatively this clothing can be hired 
from Mt Hotham.  

Ambulance membership is highly recommended as a trip in an ambulance from Mt Hotham can cost 
thousands of dollars if you are a non-member.  We also recommend travel insurance for an additional 
cost. 

If you have any further queries, please contact Mrs Candy White, the Camp Coordinator at the University 
Campus on 5132 3800. 

The link below provides a video of students attending a camp to Mt Hotham.  Please visit the below link 

to gain a greater understanding of what adventures you will get up to if you decide to attend the Mt 

Hotham camp in 2020.  

https://vimeo.com/143574333 
 
Kind regards,  

Candy White.  

 

https://vimeo.com/143574333


Careers News 
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We are pleased to introduce you to our online service for families called “Compass”.  

Compass provides the school community with a range of facilities which will streamline communication 

and provide enhanced access to information.  

WEBSITE https://kurnaicollege-vic.compass.education  

You can access Compass on any internet device, such as a computer, laptop, iPhone and Android Phone. 

Parents will play an important role in this initiative. Each family has a unique login for Compass and we 

ask that parents log in at least once a fortnight to access the newsletter and the news feed. All new fami-

lies should have received a letter in the mail with their Compass log in details enclosed. If you have not 

received a letter or if you require any assistance with Compass please contact your campus office. 

When fully integrated parents will be able to use Compass to: 

 Email address and mobile number – update your details through the portal. 

The details listed will be used to send emails and SMS alerts. 

 News feed – the school will post news to parents to remind you about events 

and activities at the school. Your news feed will be customised, showing only the 

information relevant to you and your children. 

 Attendance – view your child’s attendance online, approve absences, and 

indicate future absence. 

 Reports – view your child’s current and past progress and semester reports as 

an electronic PDF file.  

 Newsletter – the newsletter will be published on Compass and parents will be 

able to login to view it each fortnight. 

 Teacher email – parents will be able to email their child’s teachers directly. 

 Excursions – approve your child’s participation in excursions and other special 

events.  

HOW TO ACCESS COMPASS 

1. Download the mobile app 

onto your phone, or search 
https://kurnaicollege-

vic.compass.education in your 

web browser. 

2. Use your unique log-in 

details that you have 

received in the mail to log-

in. (If you do not have these 

details, contact the general 

office).  

3. If it is your first time logging 

in, you will be asked to 

change your password. 

4. Proceed to dashboard to 

view your student/s profile. 

https://kurnaicollege-vic.compass.education/
https://kurnaicollege-vic.compass.education/
https://kurnaicollege-vic.compass.education/
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Annual Update Anaphylaxis and Asthma Management Plans 

Does your child have a current Asthma Action Plan or Anaphylaxis 

Management Plan?  

Whilst your child is attending school and suffers from these medical 

conditions, it is your responsibility each year to supply the school with 

updated medical information from your family doctor.  This 

information is retained by the school so that should a medical issue 

arise the correct medical treatment is administered. 

Please contact your family doctor to arrange an updated 

Management Plan as soon as possible.  Once you have the plan 

please ensure that the school is given this information as soon as 

possible. 

As the new year begins its important to keep in mind that attendance 

at school is compulsory for all students 17 years of age and under. 

Every student should be at school, in class learning from the 

experiences that are carefully provided for them.  

Of course there will be times when a student is sick and it is 

unavoidable to be absent. We fully understand that from time to time 

illnesses will impact on attendance. So will events outside the control 

of the student, for example close family bereavement. If these events 

do occur a parent should provide an explanation to the school 

though the Absence Hotline (03) 5132 3711. 

All studies show that the more time is spent away from school and 

school work missed the more likely a student will begin to disengage 

and not perform to their capacity. This will affect future learning and 

ultimately employment prospects later on. 

All parents and guardians should strongly encourage their student to 

attend school every day. Setting out a regular morning routine will 

help to make getting to school easier for your student. Remember 

that IT’S NOT OKAY TO BE AWAY.   
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Cornavirus 

Symptoms 
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STUDENT TRAVEL TO AND FROM SCHOOL FROM MORWELL 

Students who travel daily from Morwell to University Campus must complete bus forms to be eligible for free travel.  Last year 
students were given these forms to complete and return.  Unfortunately not all students have done this.  These forms, (Form 
1 Application for Permission to Travel and Form 3 Conveyance Application) are available from the General Office. 

 Form 1 simply states that parents/guardians give approval for their child to travel on a bus.  It requires parent/guardian 
signature.  Students must sign this form to state that whilst on Public Transport they will abide by the travel conditions 
as stated on the form. 

 Form 3 allows the school to claim the cost of the daily bus fare  between Morwell and the University Campus on behalf 
of the family.  This is paid directly to Latrobe Valley Bus Lines and enables the school to create a student ID Card/Bus 
Pass 

 Form 3 also enables the school to claim a payment of approximately $90 for payment to families towards travel to a 
VET/VCAL Program where eligible. 

Without these forms being returned to the school we are unable to apply for conveyance. 

There are conditions relating to eligibility as per Department of Education Training, Victoria,  Student Transport Policy. For 
more information please refer to https://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/teachers/transport/Pages/conveyance.aspx.  The 
policy relating to this travel  can be found at https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Documents/school/principals/safety/
Conveyance%20Allowance%20Policy.pdf.   If a student does not have a Kurnai College Bus Pass or a Student ID Card depicting 
a bus on the front, the Form 1 & 3 may not have been received by the school.  Please collect these forms from the General 
Office immediately and return them,  completed and signed, to the General Office. 

The bus drivers on all four Morwell to University Campus bus routes are required to follow up any students not using a MYKI 
or not on the correct bus assigned to them as depicted on their ID Card/Bus Pass.  Students not presenting their ID Card or 
Bus Passes will be treated as not paying a fare on public transport.  The drivers on our bus services do a great service to our 
community and should always be treated with respect.  Public Transport Policy explains how they must try to recover a 
fare.  In most cases the drivers are reasonable.  However, if you do not have a Bus Pass or an ID Card you may be refused 
travel, instructed to use a MYKI or your travel can be refused. If this happens alternate transport will need to be organised by 
the student or their family. 

Any questions please do not hesitate to contact Leonie Mackie, Morwell Bus Network Coordinator, Kurnai College on 
51650610. 

SCHOOL BUS PROGRAM COUNTRY BUSES - BOOLARRA, WHITELAWS TRACK, YINNAR, HAZELWOOD NORTH, HAZELWOOD SOUTH 
AND JEERALANG 

Students that currently travel on these buses should always carry with them their Student ID Card or Bus Pass for the 
dedicated bus.  .  All students have been allocated a bus stop that is closest to their residential address.  Families are 
reminded that there is no AD HOC travel – this means that the bus service you are travelling on is for students to get to and 
from school to their allocated stop.  There is no facility for students to get off at different stops or for friends to travel on our 
bus network as they are not registered travellers.  Your ID Card/Bus Pass may be requested by your driver, especially if there 
is a relief driver. 

The Department of Education and Training  Student Transport Policy has been developed to enhance Emergency 
Management Procedures should there be any unforeseen circumstance/emergency, whilst students are on our buses.   

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/teachers/transport/Pages/conveyance.aspx
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Documents/school/principals/safety/Conveyance%20Allowance%20Policy.pdf
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Documents/school/principals/safety/Conveyance%20Allowance%20Policy.pdf
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School Council Election 2020 – Open 13 February 

 

 Kurnai College School Council Elections will open on 13 February and we ask that you consider being involved. 

What is a school council and what does it do? 

All government schools in Victoria have a school council. They are legally constituted bodies that are given powers to set the 

key directions of a school within statewide guidelines. In doing this, a school council is able to directly influence the quality of 

education that the school provides for its students. 

Who is on the school council? 

For most school councils, there are four possible categories of membership: 

A mandated elected Parent category - more than one-third of the total members must be from this category. Department of 

Education and Training (DET) employees can be Parent members at their child's school as long as they are not engaged in 

work at the school. 

A mandated elected DET employee category - members of this category may make up no more than one-third of the total 

membership of school council. The principal of the school is automatically one of these members. 

A mandated elected Student member category – members of this category are enrolled at the school and in year 7 or above. 

An optional Community member category - members are coopted by a decision of the council because of their special skills, 

interests or experiences. DET employees are not eligible to be Community members. 

Generally, the term of office for all members is two years. The term of office of half the members expires each year, creating 

vacancies for the annual school council elections. 

Why is Parent membership so important? 

Parents on school councils provide important viewpoints and have valuable skills that can help shape the direction of the 

school. 

Those parents who become active on a school council find their involvement satisfying in itself and may also find that their 

children feel a greater sense of belonging. 

How can you become involved? 

The most obvious way is to vote in the elections, which are held in Term 1 each year. However, ballots are only held if more 

people nominate as candidates than there are positions vacant. 

In view of this, you might seriously consider 

standing for election as a member of the school council 

encouraging another person to stand for election. 

Do I need special experience to be on school council? 

No. What you do need is an interest in your child's school and the desire to work in partnership with others to help shape the 

school's future.  Members over the age of 18 will require to provide a current Working with Children’s Card. 

Why is Student membership so important? 

Students have a unique perspective on learning, teaching and schooling. Electing Student members onto school council al-

lows all students to have a say in the future direction of their school and ensures student input into decision making. 

Student representation on school councils assists in the development of students’ skills, including leadership, skills, and com-

munication skills. 

Does my child need special experience to be on school council? 

Each member brings their own valuable skills and knowledge to the role. However, councillors may need to develop skills and 

acquire knowledge in areas that are unfamiliar to them in order to perform their duties as a councillor. 

Student members are encouraged to attend the Department’s free face-to-face Improving School Governance school council 

training to support them to undertake their role. Training is also available online. 
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What do you need to do to stand for election? 

The principal will issue a Notice of Election and Call for Nominations following the commencement of Term 1 each year. All 

school council elections must be completed by the end of March unless the usual time line has been varied by the Minister. 

If you decide to stand for election, you can arrange for someone to nominate you as a candidate or you can nominate yourself 

in the Parent / Student / DET category. 

DET employees whose child is enrolled in a school in which they are not engaged in work are eligible to nominate for parent 

membership of the school council at that school. 

Once the nomination form is completed, return it to the principal within the time stated on the Notice of Election. You will re-

ceive a Nomination Form Receipt in the mail following the receipt of your completed nomination. 

Generally, if there are more nominations received than there are vacancies on council, a ballot will be conducted during the 

two weeks after the call for nominations has closed. 

Remember 

 Ask at the school for help if you would like to stand for election and are not sure what to do. 

 Consider standing for election to council this year.   Be sure to vote in the elections. 

 Contact your Campus principal for further information. 
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   2020 Year 12 Jumpers and Jackets    
Orders can now be place via 

shop.reformclothing.com/join/li4899 

Reversible Jackets $114.00 
Jumpers $74.00 

If you did not order in 2019, an additional order will open during 
Term 1 with delivery during Term 2, 2020. 

Any questions, contact Miss Kellie Goebel. 

http://shop.reformclothing.com/join/li4899?fbclid=IwAR286fUQMAVexzcgzhvTOc7iMtXX-VrK9gdV1kgkt50VEOCKwo0m3vl8Mx8
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Annual privacy reminder 

Our school collects, uses, discloses and stores student and parent personal information for 
standard school functions or where permitted by law, as stated in the Schools’ Privacy Policy 

Please take time to remind yourself of the school’s collection statement, found on our web-
site https://www.kurnai.co/sites/default/files/policies/Schools%20Privacy%20Policy.pdf 

For more information about privacy, see: Schools’ Privacy Policy – information for parents. 
This information also available in nine community languages. 

Attendance 

Hotline 

5132 3711 

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Pages/schoolsprivacypolicy.aspx
https://www.kurnai.co/sites/default/files/policies/Schools%20Privacy%20Policy.pdf
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Pages/Schools-Privacy-Policy-information-for-parents.aspx
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Whilst Kurnai College  is happy to include Community Announcements in our  newsletters - please understand Kurnai    
College is not involved in the organisations or the running of any  these community events.    

When shopping at Ritchies and using a community benefit card linked to Kurnai College, Ritchies will donate money back to us. 

These cards can be used at ANY Ritchies IGA store, supermarket or liquor throughout VIC, NSW and QLD by any of our staff, 

students and their families/grandparents.  

If you would like to support us and you  don’t already have a CB card please collect one at the registers next time you shop at 

ANY Ritchies store to use every time you shop. All you do is nominate Kurnai College, It’s that easy!  

To date our school has received $10,969.24 in donations from Ritchies. 

Here is a list of our store locations in Victoria. The Ritchies Community Benefit Card or Key tag can be used at ANY of these supermarkets 

or liquor departments. 

Check our website: www.ritchies.com.au for phone numbers and addresses of the following stores or ring Head Office  

Victoria   

Aspendale Gardens Diamond Creek  

Bairnsdale Dromana Rowville 

Balnarring East Bentleigh Sale 

Beach Street Frankston Emerald Seaford 

Beechworth Hastings Somerville 

Bright Maffra Timboon 

Carrum Downs Mount Eliza Sorrento 

Camperdown Mount Waverley Towerhill Frankston 

Cobden Narre Warren Wantirna 

Cobram N/W  Amberley Park Wonthaggi 

Churchill Paynesville Yarra Glen 

Cranbourne Ringwood North Yarrawonga 

http://www.ritchies.com.au/
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